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REVIEW BOOK ABOUT THE 1959 STAR MOUNTAINS EXPEDITION 
 
- by Anton Ploeg 
 
Van Zanten, B.O. (2014). De Sterrengebergte Expeditie naar Nederlands Nieuw-Guinea in 1959: 

Persoonlijke Belevenissen en Indrukken [The 1959 Star Mountains Expedition to Dutch 
New Guinea: Personal Experiences and Impressions]. Soesterberg: Uitgeverij Aspekt. 

 
The 1959 Star Mountains expedition was one of a series of scientific expeditions mounted in the 
course of the 20th century to explore the interior of western New Guinea. The Star Mountains are 
located in the eastern part of the central mountains/highlands, near the border with Papua New 
Guinea. Until 1957 the area formed an almost completely blank spot on the map, un-administered 
and untouched by missionaries (Sneep 2005: 108). To facilitate the expedition, an administrative 
post was opened and an air-strip constructed in the valley of the Sibil River at a place called 
Mabilabol, which became the expedition headquarters. 
 
The expedition lasted from early April to September. It was led by L.D. Brongersma and G.F. 
Venema. The latter, a naval officer, was in charge of the technical aspects of the expedition, while 
Brongersma, a zoologist, headed a research staff of twelve scientists, with a strong bias towards the 
natural sciences (Brongersma and Venema 1960: 278). The social sciences were represented by the 
cultural anthropologist Jan Pouwer and the linguist Joop Anceaux. The initiators of the expedition 
were natural scientists and included the physical anthropologist H.J.T. Bijlmer, who had taken part 
in several pre-WW II expeditions in New Guinea (Brongersma and Venema 1960: 8; Wentholt 
2003: 104). His inclusion might have been the reason that two physical anthropologists were 
appointed staff members of the Star Mountains expedition, by that time a discipline which was 
already being called into question (Mok 2000: 129-32), whereas a documentation of the material 
culture of the local Papuans was not among the goals of the expedition (Kooijman 1962: 15-6). 
Apart from the two physical anthropologists, the natural scientists were subdivided into a 
geologists' group and a biologists' group, with separate working schedules. The social organization 
was hierarchical, with Brongersma directing researchers. And when the group of biologists departed 
for Mount Antares, he appointed a temporary leader. 
 
The author of the book under review is a biologist whose task was to collect lower order plants, 
such as mosses, lichens, and fungi. It was the first expedition during which a staff member had been 
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assigned this work as his primary task (Van Zanten 2003: 108). He wrote his book more than fifty 
years after the expedition had finished. Although it resembles a diary, Van Zanten makes it clear 
that he purposefully arranged it so, using his memory, the data - including the dates - recorded with 
the botanical specimens which he had collected, Brongersma's diary, and letters which he had sent 
home. 
 
The expedition was beset by financial and logistical problems. Right at the outset, it was hampered 
by delays because necessary equipment had not been flown in and at a later stage it seems it had to 
be broken off prematurely since the money was about to run out (Wentholt 2003: 111). While an 
air-strip had been constructed beforehand to enable regular air transport, several time air drops were 
required to bring in essential supplies. The expedition commenced officially on 10 April 1959. 
However, not only had the majority of the staff not arrived at Mabilabol by that date, even after 
their arrival they had to wait for the equipment which would enable them to do their research. For 
instance, Van Zanten was in need of a dryer to preserve his specimens and a camera to record them. 
 
The faltering start of the expedition had raised concern among top administrators in Dutch New 
Guinea, so much so that the Adjunct Director of the Department of Internal Affairs asked the head 
of the patrol post in Mabilabol, Jan Sneep, to send him direct reports detailing the current state of 
affairs. In his 2005 memoirs, Sneep quotes at length from these reports. He lays the principal blame 
for the deficiencies on Venema. 
 
When Van Zanten developed a tropical ulcer in early May, the medicines needed to treat it had not 
yet arrived, so he was flown back to Hollandia where he was treated, to return afterwards via Tanah 
Merah, in the lowlands south of the Central Mountains from where supplies were to be flown in to 
Mabilabol. Van Zanten located his equipment and was, moreover, able to join an official of the 
Lands Department who was about to trek to Mabilabol with a number of carriers. 
 
From Tanah Merah he commenced his journey by boat and then continued on foot to Mabilabol. 
The overland part took ten days. Van Zanten must have been in excellent physical condition to have 
made that trek, and to have collected specimens en route. He returned in time to take part in the 
ascent of Mount Antares, at 3,650 metres the highest peak of the Star Mountains. This was fortunate 
since Antares had not been climbed before, apparently not even by Papuans, so its vegetation was a 
closed book, undisturbed by humans. The trip took over one month; by early August Van Zanten 
was back in Mabilabol again. He left the Star Mountains in early September. 
 
Van Zanten's book is intriguing and valuable because it portrays an utterly dedicated field biologist. 
He is delighted by the range of specimens, especially mosses, which he was able to collect. The 
only clash he reports took place when his temporary 'boss' wanted to restrict his movements, hence 
his collecting (P. 150). It seems that he was never too tired to do some collecting. Even during his 
enforced stay in and near Hollandia, he attempted collecting. During days of trekking he used 'rests' 
to go in search of specimens. Having reached camp, he would go out collecting, unless the patrol 
had arrived late in the afternoon. With good reason, he regards his overland trip from the lowlands 
to Mabilabol as a stroke of luck which benefited his collecting. Van Zanten had not visited New 
Guinea before and so had not been in a position to meet Papuans. He enjoyed their company, but it 
does not become clear whether their knowledge of the local flora benefitted his collecting.  
 
After he had left New Guinea, Van Zanten travelled on to New Zealand to visit his brother. He also 
used that visit to collect specimens. To his surprise, there was considerable overlap with what he 
had collected on Mount Antares. This discovery led him to expand his research into the diffusion of 
mosses (Van Zanten 2003). In the epilogue to his book, he writes that for him personally the 
expedition was 'a great success' (p.204). However, that was in part because he was away from the 
base camp and could collect more than was originally planned.  
 



3 
 

In his documentation of Dutch overseas expeditions, primarily to Dutch colonies, Wentholt 
comments that the organizers of the Star Mountains Expedition regarded publicity more highly than 
science (2003: 116). He regrets that the results have not been extensively published (ibidem). This 
critique does not apply to Van Zanten. He published (1964) a lengthy account of his work in Nova 
Guinea, a periodical instituted to ensure that the scientific results of expeditions to New Guinea got 
into print (Van Baal, Galis and Koentjaraningrat 1984: 2), and added a paper to Wentholt's 2003 
book. His work is commended in Marshall and Beehler's The Ecology of Papua (Frodin 2007: 73). 
 
Van Zanten's account would have been more accessible, had more money been spent on the 
publication of his book. The maps are of miniature size and the many pictures are small and printed 
on poor quality paper. 
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RECEIVED 
 
From Michael H. Dietrich, Stuttgart, Germany: 
 
DIETRICH, MICHAEL H. (2014). Rongorongo ist entzifferbar: Die Osterinselschrift aber nicht, Teil 8. 

Stuttgart: MichaelHDietrich@t-online.de. 
 
 
NEW BOOKS 
 
[These books can not be purchased from the CPAS. Please send your enquiries directly to the publishers.] 
 
[Not all the books in this section are strictly new, but those that are not, were not before listed in the Oceania 
Newsletter.] 
 
GENERAL 
 
APPELL-WARREN, LAURA P. 2014 (March). "Personhood": An Examination of the History and Use of 

an Anthropological Concept. Foreword by Vanessa L. Fong. Lewiston: Edwin Mellen Press. 292 
pages. ISBN: 978-0-7734-0053-5 (hc). 

 
"In my book I draw heavily on the Oceania literature" (L. Warren). 

 
Contents (concise): Foreword by Vanessa L. Fong; Acknowledgements; Introduction; Part I. The 
Emergence of Personhood as a Concept in Anthropological Research: 1.  Context; 2. Analytical 
Categories Used in the Study of Personhood; 3. An Early History of the Concept of Personhood 
(1930s-1980s); 4. A Later History of the Concept of Personhood (1980s-2000s); 5. Towards a New 
Definition of Personhood; Part II. The Confusion and Conflation of Four Anthropological 
Concepts: Personhood, Person, Self and Identity: 1. The Confusion and Conflation of Personhood 
with Other Salient Concepts in Anthropology; 2. Conclusions: The Myth of the Lazy Native, the 
Peculiar Western Self and the Dangers of Culturally Loaded Concepts; Appendices: 1. Brief 
Ethnographic Account of the Bulusu' of Eastern Kalimantan, Indonesia and the Rungus of Sabah, 
Malaysia; 2. Named Developmental Stages among the Bulusu' and the Rungus Momogun; 3.  
Examples of the Use of Personhood in Newspapers and Novels; 4. Definitions of Personhood Found 
in Popular Literature, in the Psychological Literature and in the Anthropological Literature; 5. 
Definitions of Personhood From the Oxford English Dictionary Online; 6. Definitions of Person 
Found in The Anthropological Literature; 7. Definitions of the Self Found in The Anthropological 
Literature; 8. Definitions of Identity Found in the Psychological and Anthropological Literature; 
Works Consulted; Index. Contents (extensive): 
http://mellenpress.com/mellenpress.cfm?bookid=8991&pc=9.  

 
BELLWOOD, PETER. 2013. First Migrants: Ancient Migration in Global Perspective. Malden: Wiley-

Blackwell Publishing. 326 pages. ISBN: 978-1-4051-8909-5 (hb), 978-1-4051-8908-8 (pb) and 978-
1-118-32589-6 (eb). Review: American Anthropologist, 116(2), 2014: 437–438 (by S. Hakenbeck). 

 
"The first publication to outline the complex global story of human migration and dispersal 
throughout the whole of human prehistory. Utilizing archaeological, linguistic and biological 
evidence, Peter Bellwood traces the journeys of the earliest hunter-gatherer and agriculturalist 
migrants as critical elements in the evolution of human lifeways. 
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Contents: List of Figures; Preface; A Note on Dating Terminology; Acknowledgements; 1. The 
Relevance and Reality of Ancient Migration; 2. Making Inferences About Prehistoric Migration; 3. 
Migrating Hominins and the Rise of Our Own Species; 4. Beyond Eurasia: The Pioneers of 
Unpeopled Lands - Wallacea and Beyond, Australia, The Americas; 5. Hunter-Gatherer Migrations 
in a Warming Postglacial World; 6. The First Farmers and Their Offspring; 7. The Fertile Crescent 
Food Production Complex; 8. The East Asian and Western Pacific Food Production Complexes; 9. 
The African and American Food Production Complexes; 10. The Role of Migration in the History of 
Humanity; References; Index." 

 
CLARK, IAN D. and LUISE HERCUS and LAURA KONSTANSKI (eds). 2014 (August). Indigenous and 

Minority Placenames: Australian and International Perspectives. Canberra: ANU Press. 399 
pages. ISBN: 978-1925021622 (pb) and 978-1925021639 (pdf). Retrieved 28 August 2014 from: 
http://press.anu.edu.au?p=286811. 

 
"This book showcases current research into Indigenous and minority placenames in Australia and 
internationally. Many of the chapters in this volume originated as papers at a Trends in Toponymy 
conference hosted by the University of Ballarat in 2007 that featured Australian and international 
speakers. The chapters in this volume provide insight into the quality of toponymic research that is 
being undertaken in Australia and in countries such as Canada, Finland, South Africa, New Zealand, 
and Norway. 

 
Contents: Preliminary; Notes on Contributors; 1. Introduction: Indigenous and Minority Placenames 
- Australian and International Perspectives, by Ian D.  Clark, Luise Hercus, and Laura Kostanski; 2. 
Comitative placenames in central NSW, by David Nash; 3. The diminutive suffix -dool in 
placenames of central north NSW, by David Nash; 4. Placenames as a guide to language distribution 
in the Upper Hunter, and the landnám problem in Australian toponomastics, by Jim Wafer; 5. 
Illuminating the cave names of Gundungurra country, by Jim Smith; 6. Doing things with toponyms: 
the pragmatics of placenames in Western Arnhem Land, by Murray Garde; 7. Locating Seven 
Rivers, by Fiona Powell; 8. 'Many were killed from falling over the cliffs': The naming of Mount 
Wheeler, Central Queensland, by Jonathan Richards; 9. Saltwater Placenames around Mer in the 
Torres Strait, by Nick Piper; 10. Pinning down Kaurna names: Linguistic issues arising in the 
development of the Kaurna Place Names Database, by Rob Amery and Vincent (Jack) Kanya 
Buckskin; 11. One name for one Place - But it is not always so, by Luise Hercus; 12. Why did 
squatters in colonial Victoria use Indigenous placenames for their sheep stations?  by Fred (David) 
Cahir; 13. Multiple Aboriginal placenames in western and central Victoria, by Ian D. Clark; 14. 
Dissonance surrounding the Aboriginal origin of a selection of placenames in Victoria, Australia: 
Lessons in lexical ambiguity, by Ian D. Clark; 15. Duel-Names: How toponyms (placenames) can 
represent hegemonic histories and alternative narratives, by Laura Kostanski; 16. Water for country, 
words for water: Indigenous placenames of north-west Victoria and south-west New South Wales, 
by Edward Ryan; 17. Obtuse anglers: The linguistics and ethnography of fishing ground names on 
Norfolk Island, by Joshua Nash; 18. Sámi placenames, power relations and representation, by Kaisa 
Rautio Helander; 19. Please adjust your bearings, by Huia Pacey; 20. Accommodating the Inuit 
majority: Traditional placenames in Nunavut today, by Lynn Peplinski; 21. Khoisan indigenous 
toponymic identity in South Africa, by Peter E. Raper." 

 
CLIFFORD JAMES. 2013. Returns: Becoming Indigenous in the Twenty-first Century. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press. 376 pages. ISBN 9-78067472-492-1 (pb). Review: Australian Review of 
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Public Affairs, August 14, 2014: http://www.australianreview.net/digest/2014/08/cowlishaw.html 
(by G. Cowlishaw: Abstracted Anthropology). 

 
"Returns explores homecomings, the ways people recover and renew their roots. Engaging with 
indigenous histories of survival and transformation, James Clifford opens fundamental questions 
about where we are going, separately and together, in a globalizing, but not homogenizing, world. It 
was once widely assumed that native, or tribal, societies were destined to disappear. Sooner or later, 
irresistible economic and political forces would complete the work of destruction set in motion by 
culture contact and colonialism. But many aboriginal groups persist, a reality that complicates 
familiar narratives of modernization and progress. History, Clifford invites us to observe, is a 
multidirectional process, and the word 'indigenous,' long associated with primitivism and localism, is 
taking on new, unexpected meanings. In these probing and evocative essays, native people in 
California, Alaska, and Oceania are understood to be participants in a still-unfolding process of 
transformation. This involves ambivalent struggle, acting within and against dominant forms of 
cultural identity and economic power. Returns to ancestral land, performances of heritage, and 
maintenance of diasporic ties are strategies for moving forward, ways to articulate what can 
paradoxically be called 'traditional futures.' With inventiveness and pragmatism, often against the 
odds, indigenous people today are forging original pathways in a tangled, open-ended modernity. 
The third in a series that includes The Predicament of Culture (1988) and Routes (1997), this volume 
continues Clifford's signature exploration of late-twentieth-century intercultural representations, 
travels, and now returns. 

 
Contents: Prologue; Part I: 1. Among Histories; 2. Indigenous Articulations; 3. Varieties of 
Indigenous Experience; Part II: 4. Ishi's Story; Part III: 5. Hau'ofa's Hope; 6. Looking Several 
Ways; 7. Second Life: The Return of the Masks; Epilogue; References; Sources; Acknowledgments; 
Index." 

 
DOUSSET, LAURENT, BARBARA GLOWCZEWSKI and MARIE SALAÜN (eds). 2014. Les 

sciences humaines et sociales dans le Pacifique Sud: Terrains, questions et méthodes. 
Marseille: Pacific-Credo Publications. 410 pages. ISBN: 978-2953748529 (pb). 

   
"Les sciences humaines et sociales dans le Pacifique Sud est une introduction générale à l'étude des 
sociétés océaniennes et un état des lieux des recherches les plus avancées dans plusieurs disciplines, 
anthropologie, archéologie, linguistique, sciences de l'éducation, études des performances et sciences 
de l'environnement, où les recherches francophones sont très engagées. Les contributions réparties 
en 5 thèmes (1. déplacement des frontières, 2. particularités océaniennes, 3. décolonisation des 
regards, 4. gérer la biodiversité, et 5. souveraineté et citoyenneté) offrent des synthèses originales 
sur des champs et des débats qui se sont renouvelés ou ont émergé durant les 20 dernières années: 1. 
l'histoire de l'occupation du Pacifique, 2. les techniques de la navigation, 3. les problématiques de la 
biodiversité, 4. les enjeux de citoyenneté et de la globalisation, 5. les questions de genre, 6. 
l'enseignement bilingue, 7. les échanges, 8. l'art, 9. la culture matérielle, 10. les festivals et 11. les 
nouvelles approches du patrimoine tangible et intangible. 

 
Contents: Introduction; Partie I. Déplacement des frontières: 1. Un monde sans frontières: La 
diaspora austronésienne en Asie du Sud-Est et en Océanie, by Jean-Christophe Galipaud, I-Lin Wu 
et Anne Di Piazza; 2. La pirogue monodrome à voile à livarde: L'outil de peuplement de la 
Polynésie orientale, by Anne Di Piazza; 3. La linguistique océanienne en France: État des lieux et 
exemple de recherche contextualisée, by Claire Moyse-Faurie; 4. La représentation de la frontière 
maritime dans les cartes régionales et la construction d'une vision de l'Océanie, by Luc Vacher; 
Parie II. Particularités océaniennes au regard des modèles de la connaissance: 5. De la 
collecte d'objets à l'anthropologie des actions matérielles: Approches des objets et des techniques 
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en Océanie, by Pierre Lemonnier; 6. Ce que l'anthropologie de l'art doit à l'Océanie, by Brigitte 
Derlon et Monique Jeudy-Ballini; 7. Les échanges en Océanie et l'anthropologie, by Denis 
Monnerie; 8. Petite histoire des études de genre dans l'anthropologie de l'Océanie, by Pascale 
Bonnemère; Partie III. Décolonisation des regards: 9. Valeurs et réappropriations patrimoniales, 
des musées à Internet: Exemples australiens et polynésiens, by Jessica De Largy Healy et Barbara 
Glowczewski; 10. Axiopraxis en mouvement. Festivals et production artistique autochtone 
océanienne comme lieux de production politique du culturel, by Estelle Castro; 11. Nouveaux 
regards sur la situation coloniale en Nouvelle-Calédonie, by Benoît Trépied; 12. Le marae: Ancrage 
et métaphore pour être Mãori et Tahitien aujourd'hui, by Natacha Gagné; Partie IV. Gérer la 
biodiversité: 13. Protection et valorisation juridique de la biodiversité terrestre et marine dans le 
Pacifique Sud: La mise en œuvre de la 'Convention sur la diversité biologique' et de la 'Convention 
Montego Bay', by Céline Castets-Renard; 14. Préserver la biodiversité des récifs coralliens: 
L'évaluation économique comme outil d'une gouvernance multi-échelle, by Nathalie Hilmi, Tamatoa 
Bambridge, Joachim Claudet, Gilbert David, Pierre Failler, François Feral, Marc Léopold, Nicolas 
Pascal and Alain Safa; 15. Le mécénat dans l'exploration contemporaine de la biodiversité: 
Approche anthropologique, by Elsa Faugère; Partie V. Souveraineté et citoyenneté: 16. 
Reconnaissance? Une critique anthropologique du cas australien, by Martin Préaud et Laurent 
Dousset; 17. S'approprier l'École: De quelques stratégies autochtones dans le Pacifique insulaire, by 
Marie Salaün; 18. Noir c'est noir: L''Africanisation' du Pacifique en question, by Éric Wittersheim; 
Les auteurs." 

 
DUYKER, EDWARD. 2014 (September). Dumont d'Urville: Explorer and Polymath. Dunedin: Otago 

University Press. 664 pages. ISBN: 978-1-877578-70-0 (hb). 
 

"Explorer Jules-Sébastien-César Dumont d'Urville (1790-1842) is sometimes called France's Captain 
Cook. Born less than a year after the beginning of the French Revolution, he lived through turbulent 
times. He was an erudite polymath: a maritime explorer fascinated by botany, entomology, 
ethnography and the diverse languages of the world. D'Urville's voyages and writings meshed with 
an emergent French colonial impulse in the Pacific. In this magnificent biography Edward Duyker 
reveals that d'Urville had secret orders to search for the site for a French penal colony in Australia. 
D'Urville visited New Zealand in 1824, 1827 and 1840. This wide-ranging survey examines his 
scientific contribution, including the plants and animals he collected.  

 
Edward Duyker was born in Melbourne to a Dutch father and a Mauritian mother. As an independent 
historian he served as the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Mauritius 1996-2002. Duyker has 
published 17 books, many dealing with early Pacific exploration and natural science. He was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 2004 and is an Honorary Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of French Studies at the University of Sydney." 

 
FER, YANNICK (ed.). 2014 (April). Diasporas asiatiques dans le Pacifique: Histoire des représentations 

et enjeux contemporains. Etudes sur l'Asie. Paris: Les Indes Savantes. 196 pages. ISBN: 978-2-
84654-373-6 (pb). 

 
"De l'histoire coloniale à celle des indépendances politiques, le face-à-face entre l'Occident et les 
populations autochtones n'a laissé que peu de place aux communautés d'origine asiatique, pourtant 
présentes dans la région depuis la fin du XIXe siècle. Ce livre éclaire donc une dimension 
relativement méconnue des sociétés océaniennes en donnant un premier aperçu des recherches en 
cours sur l'histoire et la situation contemporaine des diasporas asiatiques du Pacifique Sud. Son 
premier intérêt est de rappeler que l'Océanie est une région en mouvement, animée par des flux 
migratoires importants, à la fois internes et internationaux. Chinois en Polynésie, Javanais et 
Vietnamiens en Nouvelle-Calédonie, 'Tonkinois' aux Nouvelles-Hébrides (Vanuatu), Indiens aux îles 
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Fidji: migrations volontaires ou migrations de travail organisées par le pouvoir colonial, ces 
implantations ont transformé les communautés autochtones à des degrés divers." 

 
Contents: Introduction, by Yannick Fer; Partie I. Histoire des représentations: 1. Ombres 
chinoises dans le Pacifique, by Sylvie Andre; 2. Des représentations en conflit et une réflexion tragi-
comique sur le malentendu culturel: Les immigrants javanais et vietnamiens dans quelques exemples 
de la littérature de Nouvelle-Calédonie, by Dominique Jouve; 3. Regards sur l'Asiatique en Océanie 
française: L'éloquence de l'iconographie (1860-1930), by Viviane Fayaud; 4. Le regard de la France 
sur les écoles chinoises de Tahiti, des années 1920 aux années 1950, by Béatrice Sudul; 5. Politique 
et pratique coloniale vis-à-vis des immigrants chinois dans les Etablissements Français de l'Océanie, 
by Anne-Christine Trémon; 6. Repenser/Repanser l'identité des Chinois hakkas de Polynésie 
française, by Ernest Sin Chan; 7. Les écueils du multiculturalisme sur Television New Zealand: 
L'essor et la chute de Touch China TV, by Paola Voci; Partie II. Enjeux contemporains: 8. 
'Sinocéanie' ou un dragon en Océanie: L'influence chinoise au miroir de l'insularité Pacifique, by 
Fabrice Argounes; 9. La communauté indochinoise de Nouvelle-Calédonie, épine des relations entre 
Paris et Nouméa et entre la France et les deux Vietnam, by Sarah Mohamed-Gaillard; 10. Les 
Javanais de Nouvelle-Calédonie: Relations avec les autres communautés locales et liens avec le pays 
d'origine, by Jean-Luc Maurer; 11. Des travailleurs immigrés aux Nouvelles-Hébrides (Vanuatu): 
Les Tonkinois recrutés sur contrat, 1923-1940, by Virginie Riou; 12. Du proche au lointain: Le 
protestantisme hakka et la présence chinoise dans les églises chrétiennes de Polynésie française, by 
Yannick Fer." 

 
GALLIOT, SÉBASTIEN. 2014 (May). Tatouage d'Océanie: Rites, techniques et images. Petits Dossiers de 

la SdO No. 2. Paris: Société des Océanistes. 36 pages. ISBN: 978-2-85430-117-5 (pb) and 978-2-
85430-119-9 (multi-e-formats). 

 
"Ce dossier synthétise les connaissances disponibles sur le thème du tatouage en Océanie à partir de 
sources ethnographiques anciennes peu exploitées et à partir des recherches récentes menées par 
l'auteur en Polynésie occidentale. Faisant suite à l'exposition Tatoueurs-Tatoués présentée au musée 
du quai Branly, les pratiques océaniennes de tatouage y sont abordées sous l'angle des traditions 
orales, de la technique, du rôle des experts rituels, des corpus iconographiques et de leur circulation 
dans des réseaux d'échanges régionaux, puis sous celui de leur mise en œuvre dans des logiques 
sociales indigènes." 

 
HERMANN, ELFRIEDE, WOLFGANG KEMPF and TOON VAN MEIJL (eds). 2014 (September). 

Belonging in Oceania: Movement, Place-Making and Multiple Identifications. New York and 
Oxford: Berghahn 244 pages. ISBN:  978-1-78238-415-1 (hb) and 978-1-78238-416-8 (eb). 

 
"Ethnographic case studies explore what it means to 'belong' in Oceania, as contributors consider 
ongoing formations of place, self and community in connection with travelling, internal and 
international migration. The chapters apply the multi-dimensional concepts of movement, place-
making and cultural identifications to explain contemporary life in Oceanic societies. The volume 
closes by suggesting that constructions of multiple belongings - and, with these, the relevant forms 
of mobility, place-making and identifications - are being recontextualized and modified by emerging 
discourses of climate change and sea-level rise. 

 
Contents: Acknowledgments; Introduction: Movement, Place-making and Cultural Identification: 
Multiplicities of Belonging, by Wolfgang Kempf, Toon van Meijl and Elfriede Hermann; 1. Culture 
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as Experience: Constructing Identities through Cross-cultural Encounters, by Eveline Dürr; 2. 'Forty 
Plus Different Tribes': Displacement, Place-making and Aboriginal Tribal Names on Palm Island, 
Australia, by Lise Garond; 3. Coconuts and the Landscape of Underdevelopment on Panapompom, 
Papua New Guinea, by Will Rollason; 4. Invisible Villages in the City: Niuean Constructions of 
Place and Identity in Auckland, by Hilke Thode-Arora; 5. Migration and Identity: Cook Islanders' 
Relation to Land, by Arno Pascht; 6. Protestantism among the Pacific Peoples in New Zealand: 
Mobility, Cultural Identifications, and Generational Shifts, by Yannick Fer and Gwendoline 
Malogne-Fer; 7. Identity and Belonging in Cross-cultural Friendship: Maori and Pakeha 
Experiences, by Agnes Brandt; Epilogue: Uncertain Futures of Belonging: Consequences of Climate 
Change and Sea-level Rise in Oceania, by Wolfgang Kempf and Elfriede Hermann; Notes on 
Contributors; Index." 

 
KJERLAND, KIRSTEN ALSAKER and BJØRN ENGE BERTELSEN (eds). 2014 (November). Navigating 

Colonial Orders: Norwegian Entrepreneurship in Africa and Oceania. New York and Oxford: 
Berghahn. 404 pages. ISBN:  978-1-78238-539-4 (hb) and 978-1-78238-540-0 (eb).  

 
"Norwegians in colonial Africa and Oceania had varying aspirations and adapted in different ways to 
changing social, political and geographical circumstances in foreign, colonial settings. They included 
Norwegian shipowners, captains, and diplomats; traders and whalers along the African coast and in 
Antarctica; large-scale plantation owners in Mozambique and Hawai'i; big business men in South 
Africa; jacks of all trades in the Solomon Islands; timber merchants on Zanzibar' coffee farmers in 
Kenya; and King Leopold's footmen in Congo. This collection reveals narratives of the colonial era 
that are often ignored or obscured by the national histories of former colonial powers. It charts the 
entrepreneurial routes chosen by various Norwegians and the places they ventured, while 
demonstrating the importance of recognizing the complicity of such "non-colonial colonials" for 
understanding the complexity of colonial history. 

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): Introduction: Norwegians Navigating Colonial Orders in Africa and 
Oceania: an Introduction, by Bjørn Enge Bertelsen; 2. Long Haul Tramp Trade and Norwegian 
Sailing Ships in Africa, Australia and the Pacific, 1850-1920: Captain Haave's Voyages, by Gustav 
Sætra; 7. Norwegian Shipping and Landfall in the South Sea in the Age of Sail, by Edvard Hviding; 
8. Adventurous Adaptability in the South Sea: Norwegians in 'the Terrible Solomons', ca. 1870-
1930, by Edvard Hviding; 9. Norwegians in the Cook Islands: The legacy of Captain Reinert G. 
Jonassen (1866-1915) - Trader, Musician, Navigator, Diplomat and Good Samaritan, by Jon 
Tikivanotau Michael Jonassen; 10. From Adventure to Industry and Nation-making: The History of 
a Norwegian Sugar Plantation in Hawai'i, by Knut M. Rio." 

 
'OTUNUKU, MO'ALE, UNAISI NABOBO-BABA and SEU'ULA JOHANSSON FUA. 2014. Of Waves, 

Winds and Wonderful Things: A Decade of Rethinking Pacific Education. Suva: University of the 
South Pacific Press. 212 pages. ISBN: 978-9820109063 (PB). Programme Rethinking Pacific 
Education Symposium: A Decade of Re-thinking Pacific Education 2001-2011, University of the 
South Pacific, Suva, December 5-9 retrieved 25 July 2014 from: 
http://research.usp.ac.fj/fileadmin/user_upload/content_data_01/RPEIPP/Programme_Booklet.pdf.  

 
"The Rethinking Pacific Education Initiative by Pacific Peoples for Pacific Peoples (RPEIPP) began 
as an idea during the inaugural symposium on Researching the Delivery of Aid to Pacific Education 
at the University of Auckland in December 2000. The first activity of the Initiative was a meeting of 

http://research.usp.ac.fj/fileadmin/user_upload/content_data_01/RPEIPP/Programme_Booklet.pdf
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selected Pacific educators, which was held at University of the South Pacific and hosted by the 
Institute of Education in April 2001."   

 
PATERSON, DON and SUE FARRAN. 2013. South Pacific Lands Systems. Suva: University of the South 

Pacific Press. 345 pages. ISBN: 978-9820109032 (pb). 
    

"South Pacific Land Systems describes and analyses the land systems of eighteen islands countries in 
the South Pacific: American Samoa, Cook Islands, Easter Island/ Rapanui, Fiji, French Polynesia, 
Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Norfolk Islands Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn Islands, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu. These countries represent most of the 
permanently inhabited islands that are located in the southern half of the Pacific Ocean, which is an 
area that stretches from the western slopes of the Andes mountains in South America in the east to 
the Great Barrier Reef off eastern Australia in the west, and from the Equator in the north to the 
Tropic of Capricorn in the south. Each country is presented in a similar format and structure, 
following a standardized range of topics. This book provides an accurate and concise description of 
the main features of the land systems of islands in the South Pacific Ocean, a contemporary picture 
of the main issues relating to land in these countries, and encourages further research and analysis of 
these systems." 

 
PEARSON, WENDY GAY and SUSAN KNABE (eds). 2014 (October). Reverse Shots: Indigenous Film 

and Media in an International Context. Waterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press. 256 pages. 
ISBN: 978-1-55458-335-5 (pb). 

  
"From the dawn of cinema, images of Indigenous peoples have been dominated by Hollywood 
stereotypes and often negative depictions from elsewhere around the world. With the advent of 
digital technologies, however, many Indigenous peoples are working to redress the imbalance in 
numbers and counter the negativity. The contributors to Reverse Shots offer a unique scholarly 
perspective on current work in the world of Indigenous film and media. Chapters focus primarily on 
Canada, Australia, and New Zealand and cover areas as diverse as the use of digital technology in 
the creation of Aboriginal art, the healing effects of Native humour in First Nations documentaries, 
and the representation of the pre-colonial in films from Australia, Canada, and Norway.  

 
Contents: http://www.wlu.ca/press/Catalog/Tocs/pearson.shtml." 

 
ROLLASON, WILL (ed.). 2014 (July). Pacific Futures: Projects, Politics and Interests. New York and 

Oxford: Berghahn. 256 pages. ISBN:  978-1-78238-350-5 (hb) and 978-1-78238-351-2 (eb). 
 

"Pacific Futures asks how our understanding of social life in the Pacific would be different if we 
approached it from the perspective of the futures which Pacific people dream of, predict or struggle 
to achieve, not the reproduction of cultural tradition. From Christianity to gambling, marriage to 
cargo cult, military coups to reflections on childhood fishing trips, the contributors to this volume 
show how Pacific people are actively shaping their lives with the future in mind. 

 
Contents: Introduction: Pacific Futures, Methodological Challenges, by Will Rollason; 1. Imagining 
the Future: An Existential and Practical Activity, by Lisette Josephides; 2. The Hanging of Buliga: A 
History of the Future in the Louisiade Archipelago, PNG, by Will Rollason; 3. Why the Future is 
Selfish and Could Kill: Contraception and the Future of Paama, by Craig Lind; 4. Gambling Futures: 
Playing the Imminent in Highland Papua New Guinea, by Anthony Pickles; 5. The Future of 

http://www.wlu.ca/press/Catalog/Tocs/pearson.shtml
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Christian Critique: Lost Tribes Discourses in Papua New Guinean Publics, by Courtney Handman; 6. 
A Cursed Past and a Prosperous Future in Vanuatu: a Comparison of Different Conceptions of Self 
and Healing, by Annelin Eriksen; 7. Chiefs for the Future? Roles of Traditional Titleholders in the 
Cook Islands, by Arno Pascht; 8. A Coup-Less Future for Fiji? Between Rhetoric and Political 
Reality, by Dominik Schieder; 9. The Devouring of the Placenta: The Crisscrossing and Confluence 
of Cosmological, Geomorphological, Ecological, and Economic Cycles of Destruction and Repair in 
Ruatoria, Aotearoa/New Zealand, by Dave Robinson; 10. The Human Face of Climate Change: 
Notes from Rotuma and Tuvalu, by Vilsoni Hereniko: List of Contributors; Bibliography; Index." 

 
SMITHERS, GREGORY D. and BROOKE N. NEWMAN (eds). 2014 (Available). Native Diasporas: 

Indigenous Identities and Settler Colonialism in the Americas. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 
Press. 524 pages. ISBN: 978-0-8032-3363-8 (pb). Review: Te Kaharoa, 7(1), 2014: 245-253 (by P. 
Moon). 

 
"Native Diasporas explores how indigenous peoples forged a sense of identity and community amid 
the changes wrought by European colonialism in the Caribbean, the Pacific Islands, and the 
mainland Americas from the seventeenth through the twentieth century. Broad in scope and 
groundbreaking in the topics it explores, this volume presents fresh insights from scholars devoted to 
understanding Native American identity in meaningful and methodologically innovative ways." 

 
TAYLOR, JENNIFER and JAMES CONNER. 2014 (July). Architecture in the South Pacific: The Ocean 

of Islands. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press  in association with Editions Didier Millet. 352 
pages. ISBN: 978-0-8248-4672-5 (cloth). 

 
"Architecture in the South Pacific: The Ocean of Islands recounts the recent developments of the 
South Pacific and its fascinating architecture. This volume traces the European architectural overlay 
onto this scattered group of islands as well as the transition of these same islands towards a regional 
identity that has been fashioned by the remoteness of each location, the incomparable setting, and the 
distinctive ethnic mix of its inhabitants. A series of themed essays present the story of architectural 
development in the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, Fiji, Wallis and Futuna, Tonga, the 
Cook Islands, Samoa and American Samoa, and French Polynesia. Recent architecture typifies the 
evolution of the islands as they have been subjected to the transformative waves of alien trade, 
religion, colonization, war and tourism, followed by post-colonialism and revived nationalism. As 
with the Pacific region itself, the most prominent characteristic of the architecture is its diversity. 
The blending of the universal and the local sets the stage for a fresh vision of the South Pacific 
across a wide range of building types, from spectacular mission churches to sensational resorts in 
paradise." 

 
TROVATO, FRANK and ANATOLE ROMANIUK (eds). 2014 (June). Aboriginal Populations: Social, 

Demographic, and Epidemiological Perspectives. Edmonton: University of Alberta Press. 600 
pages. ISBN: 978-0-88864-625-5 (pb), 978-0-88864-739-9 (pdf). 

 
"Experts from around the world review and extend the research on Aboriginal Peoples in Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and the circumpolar North, mapping recent changes in their demography, 
health, and sociology and comparing their conditions with that of Aboriginal Peoples in other 
countries. Contributors point to policies and research needed to meet the challenges Aboriginal 
Peoples are likely to face in the 21st century. This substantial volume will prove indispensable and 
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timely to researchers, policy analysts, students, and teachers of social demography and Native 
Studies. 

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): 17. Closing the Gap? Demographic and Geographic Dilemmas for 
Indigenous Policy in Australia, by Nicholas G. Biddle, John Taylor and Mand L.M. Yap; 18. From 
Common Colonization to Internal Segmentation: Rethinking Indigenous Demography in New 
Zealand, by Tahu H. Kukutai and Ian Pool." 

 
VAUGHN, KEVIN J., JELMER W. EERKENS and JOHN KANTNER (eds). 2009. The Evolution of 

Leadership: Transitions in Decision Making from Small-scale to Middle-range Societies. Santa 
Fe: School of Advanced Research Press. 366 pages. ISBN: 978-1-934691-13-7 (pb) Review: 
Reviews in Anthrolology, 43(1), 2014: 35-78 (by M. Sapignoli). 

 
"Leaders make decisions that have significant impacts on the lives of others. They have the ability to 
influence events and impact the evolutionary trajectories of societies. Leaders exist in all societies, 
ranging from smaller-scale heads of households to larger-scale elected governing bodies to dictators 
with vast coercive powers at their disposal. Today, all of us are familiar with and see (and feel) the 
influence of leaders. Given that leaders and leadership are so influential on human social behavior, 
and yet are variably represented among different societies in the past and present, generations of 
scholars have examined these social phenomena from a variety of humanistic and scientific 
perspectives. 

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): 2. Competing to Be Leaderless: Food Sharing and Magnanimity among 
Martu Aborigines, by  Douglas W. Bird and Rebecca Bliege Bird; 9. The Power of One? Big Men 
Revisited, by Polly Wiessner." 

 
WILLIAMS, GLYN. 2013. Naturalists at Sea: Scientific Travellers from Dampier to Darwin. New Haven: 

Yale University Press. 309 pages. ISBN: 978-0-300-18073-2 (cloth). Review: The Jounal of Pacific 
History, 349(2), 2014: 247-248 (by P. Fara). 

 
"On the great Pacific discovery expeditions of the 'long eighteenth century,' naturalists for the first 
time were commonly found aboard ships sailing forth from European ports. Lured by intoxicating 
opportunities to discover exotic and perhaps lucrative flora and fauna unknown at home, these men 
set out eagerly to collect and catalogue, study and document an uncharted natural world.   

 
Contents: List of Illustrations and Map; Acknowledgements; Introduction; 1. The 'rambling 
voyages' of William Dampier, self-taught naturalist; 2. 'Ten years of preparation; ten hours of 
exploration': The Alaskan tribulations of Georg Wilhelm Steller; 3. 'My plants, my beloved plants, 
have consoled me for everything': The fortunes and misfortunes of Philibert Commerson; 4. 'No 
people ever went to sea better fitted out for the purposes of natural history': Joseph Banks and Daniel 
Solander; 5. 'A kind of Linnaean being': The woes of Johann Reinhold Forster; 6. 'Curse scientists, 
and all science into the bargain': Cook, Vancouver and 'experimental gentlemen'; 7. 'Devilish fellows 
who test patience to the very limit': Naturalists with La Pérouse and d'Entrecasteaux;  8. 'All our 
efforts will be focussed on natural history': The scientific and political voyage of Alejandro 
Malaspina; 9. 'When a botanist first enters so remote a country he finds himself in a new world' : the 
Australian surveys of Nicolas Baudin and Matthew Flinders; 10. 'Like giving to a blind man eyes': 
Charles Darwin on the Beagle; Conclusion; Notes; Select Bibliography; Index." 
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AUSTRALIA 
 
BUTLER, KELLY JEAN. 2013. Witnessing Australian Stories: History, Testimony and Memory in 

Contemporary Culture. New Brunswick and London: Transaction Publishers. 294 pages. ISBN: 
978-1-4128-5158-9 (hb). Review: Journal of Australian Studies, 38(2), 2014: 249-250 (by G. 
Hansen). 

 
"Drawing upon international scholarship on collective memory, public history, testimony, and 
witnessing, this book represents a cultural history of contemporary Australia. It examines the forms 
of witnessing that dominated Australian public culture at the turn of the millennium. Since the late 
1980s, witnessing has developed in Australia in response to the increasingly audible voices of 
indigenous peoples, migrants, and more recently, asylum seekers. As these voices became public, 
they posed a challenge not only to scholars and politicians, but also, most importantly, to ordinary 
citizens. 

 
Contents: Acknowledgments; Introduction: Public Histories, Personal Stories; 1. Witnessing the 
Stolen Generations; 2. 'This Is How I'm Sorry': Creative Witnessing in Contemporary Australian 
Historical Fictions; 3. Frontiers of Witnessing: History after Testimony; 4. Witnessing UnAustralia: 
Asylum-Seeker Advocacy and the National Good; 5. 'Do You Want the Truth or What I Said?': False 
Witnessing and the Culture of Denial; 6. Witnessing (Dis)possession: Victims, Battlers, and 
'Ordinary' Australians; Conclusion: Witnessing Australian Stories; Bibliography; Index." 

 
CAMERON, CLARRIE. 2013. Elephants in the Bush and other Yamatji Yarns. Broome: Magabala Books. 

128 pages. ISBN: 978-1922142146 (pb). Review: Australian Aboriginal Studies, 140-142 (by L. 
Bamblett). 

 
"A huge snake takes refuge under the body of a napping grandfather. A sixteen year old girl keeps 
three hundred head of cattle together for a couple of weeks without losing a beast. A young 
Aboriginal boy witnesses a man being thrown off a train onto a remote railway siding for being 
Jewish. Two trackers lead a police party deep into the desert to apprehend a murderer and rescue a 
young, abducted woman. From station life to dusty outback towns, Clarrie Cameron recreates the 
campfire yarns of his past on the page by deftly weaving together anecdote, wit and allegory. He 
captures the peculiarities and contradictions of human nature which readers all over the world will 
instantly recognise." 

 
CRANE, SCOTT. 2013. First Footprints: The Epic Story of the First Australians. Sydney: Allen and 

Unwin. 316 pages. ISBN: 978-1743314937 (pb). Review: Australian Aboriginal Studies, (1), 2014: 
144-147 (by M. Davis). 

 
" First Footprints tells the epic story of Australia's Aboriginal people. It is a story of ancient life on 
the driest continent on earth through the greatest environmental changes experienced in human 
history: ice ages, extreme drought and inundating seas. It is chronicled through astonishing 
archaeological discoveries, ancient oral histories and the largest and oldest art galleries on earth. 
Australia's first inhabitants were the first people to believe in an afterlife, cremate their dead, engrave 
representations of the human face, and depict human sound and emotion. They created new 
technologies, designed ornamentation, engaged in trade, and crafted the earliest documents of war. 
Ultimately, they developed a sustainable society based on shared religious tradition and far-reaching 
social networks across the length and breadth of Australia.  
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Scott Cane is a consultant archaeologist and anthropologist who has lived and worked throughout 
Australia. He has spent long periods of time with desert people, including some of the last hunter-
gatherers on earth. He is the author of Pila Nguru: The Spinifex People and appears in the ABC TV 
documentary First Footprints" 

 
DAVIS, FIONA. 2014 (April). Australian Settler Colonialism and the Cummeragunja Aboriginal Station: 

Redrawing Boundaries. Eastborne: Sussex Academic Press. 224 pages. ISBN: 978-1-84519-608-0 
(hb) and 978-1-84519-690-5 (pb). 

 
"Australian Settler Colonialism and the Cummeragunja Aboriginal Station traces Cummeragunja's 
history from its establishment in the 1880s to its mass walk-off in 1939 and finally, to the 1960s, 
when its residents regained greater control over the land. Taking in oral history traditions, the author 
reveals the competing interests of settler governments, scientific and religious organizations, and 
nearby settler communities. This history shows white people set boundaries on Aboriginal behaviour 
and movement, through direct legislation and the provision of opportunities and acceptance. But 
Aboriginal people had agency within and, at times, beyond these limits. Aboriginal people 
appropriated aspects of white culture reshaping them into new tools for Aboriginal society, tools 
with which to build lives and futures in a changed environment. 

 
Contents: List of Illustrations; Series Editors' Preface; Acknowledgements; Key Organisations; Map 
of Cummeragunja and surrounding area; Introduction: Redrawing Boundaries; 1. From Religious 
Mission to Government Station; 2. A Teacher of Unrest? 3. Missionary Work and 'Getting On'; 4. 
The Question of Religious Control; 5. Cross-cultural Encounters and Everyday Boundaries; 6. 
Reading of Aboriginal Progress; 7. White Men Watching; 8. Resisting Control; 9. The Walk-off; 10. 
New Beginnings; Conclusion: Beyond the Boundaries; Notes; Selected Bibliography; Index." 

 
FREDERICKS, BRONWYN and ODETTE WEST (eds). 2014 (December). Yatdjuligin: Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Nursing and Midwifery Care. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
ISBN: 978-1107625303 (pb). 

 
"Yatdjuligin: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Nursing and Midwifery Care introduces students 
to the fundamentals of the healthcare of Indigenous Australians, from the perspective of both the 
patient and the professional. Aboriginal Elder Ivy Molly Booth gifted the word Yatdjuligin to the 
authors to use as the title of this textbook. The word Yatdjuligin literally translates to 'talking in a 
good way'. For Wakgun people the process of Yatdjuligin is deeply embedded in learning. Written 
by a team of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nursing and midwifery academics, and practising 
nurses, this book is designed for both non-Indigenous and Indigenous nurses, who will work with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander patients. The book includes chapters on the history of health 
service provision for Australian Indigenous people, gender, midwifery, community-controlled health 
services, remote area nursing, mental health and caring for Indigenous Elders, and features case 
studies and critical thinking questions. 

 
Contents: 1. Historical and current perspectives on the health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, by Juanita Sherwood and Lynore K. Geia; 2. A history of health services for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, by Ray Lovett; 3. The cultural safety journey: An Australian nursing 
context, by Odette Best; 4. Indigenous gendered health perspectives, by Bronwyn Fredericks, Mick 
Adams and Odette Best; 5. Community-controlled health services: What they are and how they 
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work, by Odette Best, Bronwyn Fredericks and Raelene Ward; 6. Indigenous birthing in remote 
locations: Grandmothers' Law and government medicine, by Nicole Ramsamy; 7. Midwifery 
practices and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women: An urban and regional perspective, by 
Machellee Kosiak; 8. Remote area nursing practice, by Nicole Ramsamy; 9. Working with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers and health practitioners, by Ali Drummond; 10. 
Researching with us, our way, by Bronwyn Fredericks and Raelene Ward; 11. Indigenous mental 
health nursing: The social and emotional wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians, by Deanne Hellsten; 12. Caring for our Elders, by Deanne Hellsten. 

 
NANNI, GIORDANO and ANDREA JAMES. 2014 (November). Coranderrk: We Will Show the Country. 

Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 176 pages. ISBN: 978-1922059390 (pb). 
 

"The Aboriginal people of Coranderrk reserve in central Victoria waged a sustained campaign for 
justice, land rights and self-determination in colonial Australia. Despite having created an award-
winning farm they were targeted for removal. Their lobbying of government, with their white 
supporters, triggered a Parliamentary Inquiry in 1881. Coranderrk: We Will Show the Country 
derives from a verbatim-theatre performance where professional actors brought to life the Inquiry's 
witnesses. In Coranderrk their powerful petitioning, including the renowned William Barak, can be 
read alongside that of their non-Aboriginal allies, as well as the Aboriginal Protection Board and 
greedy local pastoralists who wanted them removed. Coranderrk includes a historical introduction, 
biographies of the witnesses, and a range of historical images and stills from a theatrical production. 

 
Contents: http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/asp/book_files/coranderk/coranderrk_contents.pdf.  

 
Giordano Nanni is a writer, historian and Senior Research Fellow in the School of Social and 
Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne. Andrea James is a Yorta Yorta/Kurnai playwright, 
director and theatre maker specialising in the development and presentation of Aboriginal Arts and 
Culture." 

 
NELSON, GEORGE and ROBYNNE NELSON. 2014 (April). Dharmalan Dana: An Australian 

Aboriginal Man's 73-year Search for the Story of his Aboriginal and Indian Ancestors. Aboriginal 
History Monograph No. 28. Canberra: ANU Press. 364 pages. ISBN: 978-1925021493 (pb) and 978-
1925021509 (pdf). Retrieved 27 June 2014 from: http://press.anu.edu.au?p=277261. 

 
"A Yorta Yorta man's seventy-three-year search for the story of his Aboriginal and Indian ancestors 
including his Indian Grampa who, as a real mystery man, came to Yorta Yorta country in Australia, 
from Mauritius, in 1881 and went on to leave an incredible legacy for Aboriginal Australia. This 
story is written through George Nelson's eyes, life and experiences, from the time of his earliest 
memory, to his marriage to his sweetheart Brenda, through to his journey to Mauritius at the age of 
seventy-three, to the production of this wonderful story in the present." 

 
JOHNSON, DIANNE. 2014 (June) [1998]. Night Skies of Aboriginal Australia: A Noctuary. Sydney: 

Sydney University Press  228 pages. ISBN: 978-1743323878 (pb). Retrieved 30 June 2014 from: 
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10146/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title. 

 
"Written by anthropologist Dianne Johnson, Night Skies of Aboriginal Australia has been in demand 
since its publication in 1998. It is a record of the stars and planets which pass across the night-time 
skies. This noctuary holds not only a record of what appears in the skies and how Aboriginal people 

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/_files/asp/book_files/coranderk/coranderrk_contents.pdf
http://press.anu.edu.au/?p=277261
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10146/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title
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see them, but also offers an appreciation of the Aboriginal stories that are tied to the night skies and 
the ideas and beliefs behind them." 

 
PASCOE, BRUCE. 2014 (March). Dark Emu: Black Seeds: Agriculture or Accident? Broome: Magabala 

Books. 176 pages. ISBN: 978-1922142436 (pb). 
 

"Dark Emu argues for a reconsideration of the 'hunter-gatherer' tag for pre-colonial Aboriginal 
Australians and attempts to rebut the colonial myths that have worked to justify dispossession. 
Accomplished author Bruce Pascoe provides compelling evidence from the diaries of early explorers 
that suggests that systems of food production and land management have been blatantly understated 
in modern retellings of early Aboriginal history, and that a new look at Australia's past is required." 

 
PETERSON, NICOLAS and BRUCE RIGSBY (eds). 2014 (February) [1998]. Customary Marine Tenure 

in Australia. Sydney: Sydney University Press. 226 pages. ISBN: 978-1743323892 (pb). Retrieved 
30 June 2014 from: 
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10763/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title.  

 
"Most Australians are familiar with the concept of land ownership and understand the meaning of 
native title, which recognises Indigenous peoples' rights to land to which they are spiritually or 
culturally connected. The ownership of areas of sea and its resources is often overlooked however, 
despite Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander connections with the sea being just as important as 
those with the land. The papers in this volume demonstrate how the concept of customary marine 
tenure has developed in various communities and look at some of its implications. Originating in a 
session of papers at a conference in 1996, the papers in this volume were originally published as 
Oceania Monograph 48 in 1998." 

 
RAVENCROFT, ALISON. 2012. The Postcolonial Eye: White Australian Desire and the Visual Field of 

Race. Aldershot: Ashgate. 194 pages. ISBN: 978-1-4094-3078-0 (hc). Review: Australian 
Humanities Review, (56), 2014: 197-201 (by T. Steains: Questions of Uncertainty) - review retrieved 
6 June 2014 from: http://www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archive/Issue-May-
2014/AHR56_10_Steains.pdf. 

 
"Informed by theories of the visual, knowledge and desire, The Postcolonial Eye is about the 'eye' 
and the 'I' in contemporary Australian scenes of race. Specifically, it is about seeing, where vision is 
taken to be subjective and shaped by desire, and about knowing one another across the cultural 
divide between white and Indigenous Australia. Writing against current moves to erase this divide 
and to obscure difference, Alison Ravenscroft stresses that modern Indigenous cultures can be 
profoundly, even bewilderingly, strange and at times unknowable within the terms of 'white' cultural 
forms. She argues for a different ethics of looking, in particular, for aesthetic practices that allow 
Indigenous cultural products, especially in the literary arts, to retain their strangeness in the eyes of a 
white subject. The specificity of her subject matter allows Ravenscroft to deal with the broad issues 
of postcolonial theory and race and ethnicity without generalising. This specificity is made visible in, 
for example, Ravenscroft's treatment of the figuring of white desire in Aboriginal fiction, film and 
life-stories, and in her treatment of contemporary Indigenous cultural practices. 

 
Contents: Introduction: Scenes of race; Part I. 'There Is and Can Be No Brute Vision': 1. The 
eye and the 'I'; Part II. When the Other Disappears from My Line of Sight: 2. Coming to matter: 
The grounds of our embodied difference; 3. What falls from view? On re-reading Plains of Promise; 

http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10763/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title
http://www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archive/Issue-May-2014/AHR56_10_Steains.pdf
http://www.australianhumanitiesreview.org/archive/Issue-May-2014/AHR56_10_Steains.pdf


17 
 

4. Dreaming of others: Carpentaria and its critics; 5. A postcolonial uncanny. Part III. The Image 
of My Own Desire: 6. White men as hidden spectators; 7. White women looking on; 8. 'Matron 
always carried a small whip'; Part IV. Whiteness and Its Veils: 9. Darkness casts its light: 
Australian blackface; 10. Resisting a white spectator's enjoyment: Benang's aesthetics; Bibliography; 
Index." 

 
STANNER, W.E.H. 2014 (June) [1963]. On Aboriginal Religion. With Introductions by Francesca Merlan 

and L.R. Hiatt. Sydney: Sydney University Press 326 pages. ISBN: 978-1743323885 (pb). Retrieved 
30 June 2014 from: 
http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10764/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title. 

 
"Anthropologist W.E.H. Stanner is perhaps most well known for coining the phrase the 'great 
Australian silence', addressing the culture of denial or 'conscious forgetting' regarding the history 
Australia since European arrival. This reprint of On Aboriginal Religion pays tribute to the ongoing 
relevance of Stanner's work. His research into Aboriginal religion was first published as a series of 
articles in the journal Oceania between 1959 and 1963. In 1963 the articles were published as the 
collection in as Oceania Monograph 11, which was later reprinted as a facsimile edition with 
introductory sections by Francesca Merlan and Les Hiatt (1989). As Stanner writes in his 
introduction to the 1963 collection, 'I thought I should take Aboriginal religion as significant in its 
own right and make it the primary subject of study, rather than study it, as was done so often in the 
past, mainly to discover the extent to which it expressed or reflected facts and preoccupations of the 
social order'. It is this dedication to recording the beliefs and observing the practice of Aboriginal 
religion that has made this monograph so important." 

 
VETH, PETER, MIKE SMITH and PETER HISCOCK (eds). 2005. Desert Peoples: Archaeological 

Perspectives. Malden: Blackwell. 320 pages. ISBN: 978-1-4051-0091-5 (pb), 978-1-4051-0090-8 
(hb) and 978-1-4051-3753-9 (eb). Review: Reviews in Anthropology, 43(1), 2014:  35-78 (by M. 
Sapignoli: Mobility, Land Use, and Leadership in Small-scale and Middle-range Societies). 

 
"Desert Peoples: Archaeological Perspectives provides an issues-oriented overview of hunter-
gatherer societies in desert landscapes that combines archaeological and anthropological perspectives 
and includes a wide range of regional and thematic case studies.  

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): 3. Pleistocene Settlement of Deserts from an Australian Perspective, by 
Peter Hiscock and Lynley A. Wallis; 4. Arid Paradises of Dangerous Landscapes: A Review of 
Explanations for Paleolithic Assemblage Change in Arid Australia and Africa, by Peter Hiscock and 
Sue O'Connor; 5. Evolutionary and Ecological Understandings of the Economics of Desert Societies: 
Comparing the Great Basin USA and the Australian Deserts, by Douglas W. Bird and Rebecca 
Bliege Bird; 6. Cycles of Aridity and Human Mobility: Risk Minimization amongst Late Pleistocene 
Foragers of the Western Desert, Australia, by Peter Veth; 10. Long Term Transitions in Hunter-
gatherers of Coastal Northwest Australia, by Kathryn Przywolnik; 12. Desert Archaeology, 
Linguistic Stratigraphy, and the Spread of the Western Desert Language, by Mike Smith; 15. Hunter-
Gatherer Interactions with Sheep and Cattle Pastoralists from the Australian Arid Zone, by Alistair 
Paterson." 

 
WEATHERBURN, DON. 2014 (February). Arresting Incarceration: Pathways Out of Indigenous 

Imprisonment. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press. 208 pages. ISBN. 978-1922059550 (pb). 
 

http://ses.library.usyd.edu.au/handle/2123/10764/browse?type=title&submit_browse=Title
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"Rates of Indigenous imprisonment have soared despite sweeping reforms by the Keating 
government following the 1991 Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. What has 
gone wrong? 

 
Contents: List of tables and figures; List of abbreviations; Preface; Acknowledgments; 1. The 
problem of Indigenous over-representation in prison; 2. A short history of Indigenous imprisonment; 
3. The Royal Commission and its aftermath; 4. The theory of systemic bias; 5. Theories of 
Indigenous offending; 6. Key risk factors for Indigenous offending; 7. Responding to Indigenous 
offending; 8. Social and economic reform; 9. Can we close the gap? Notes; Reference List; Index. 

 
Don Weatherburn is the Director of the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research. He was 
awarded a Public Service Medal in January 1998 and made a fellow of the Academy of Social 
Sciences in Australia in 2006. Dr Weatherburn is the author of two books and more than 180 articles, 
book chapters and reports on crime and criminal justice." 

 
WHALLON, ROBERT, WILLIAM A. LOVIS and ROBERT K. HITCHCOCK (eds). 2011. The Role of 

Information in Hunter-gatherer Bands. Los Angeles: Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University 
of California, Los Angeles Press. ISBN: 978-1-931745-63-5 (cloth), 978-1-931745-64-2 (paper). 
Review: Reviews in Anthropology, 43(1), 2014:  35-78 (by M. Sapignoli: Mobility, Land Use, and 
Leadership in Small-scale and Middle-range Societies) 

 
"Information and its Role in Hunter-gatherer Bands explores the question of how information, 
broadly conceived, is acquired, stored, circulated, and utilized in small-scale hunter-gatherer 
societies, or bands. Given the nature of this question, the volume brings together a group of scholars 
from multiple disciplines, including archaeology, ethnography, linguistics, and evolutionary ecology. 
Each of these specialties deals with the question of information in different ways and with different 
sets of data given different primacy. The fundamental goal of the volume is to bridge disciplines and 
subdisciplines, open discussion, and see if some common ground-either theoretical perspectives, 
general principles, or methodologies-can be developed upon which to build future research on the 
role of information in hunter-gatherer bands. 

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): 10. Information Exchange amongst Hunter-gatherers of the Western 
Desert of Australia, by Jo McDonald and Peter Veth)." 

 
MELANESIA 
 
AKO, LAHUI. 2012. Nameless Warriors: The Ben Moide Story. Port Moresby: University of Papua New 

Guinea Press. 246 pages. ISBN: 978-9980869579 (hc). Review: Pacific Affairs: 87(2), 2014: 398-
399 (by J. Burton). 

 
"Nameless warriors describes the life of one of Papua New Guinea's last remaining World War II 
veterans. He ran away from home to join the Papuan Infantry Battalion at the age of 16 in 1940. In 
July 1942, he was part of the PIB platoon that ambushed the Japanese at Awala. The officer's order 
to fire on the advancing enemy, and the ensuing action, propelled these mostly nameless warriors 
straight into the annals of PNG war history. From Awala, to Kokoda and Deniki to the Ope and 
Waria Rivers and the Scarlet Beach landings, Ben Moide beats a busy track with his comrades 
before returning home in 1944 to act as PIB instructor and final demob in 1945. Life after the war 
proved difficult as the PIB veterans struggled to find their feet in a society that had passed them by." 
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ANGEL, AHINSA. 2014 (June). Vanishing Tribes: Unheard Voices from West Papua. Fictional story by 

Ahisha Angel. Story illustrations by Tarantula. Guest paintings and firsthand accounts by the 
Reverend Peter Woods. 70 pages. ISBN 978-1-63041-169-5. Internet: Freedom 50 Creative. 
Retrieved 24 June 2014 from: http://www.vanishingtribes.net/. 

 
"Vanishing Tribes is a free, interactive, 70-page illustrated eBook that tells a fictional story based on 
real events in West Papua. It is a tribute to the people of this island nation and their unstoppable 
determination against all odds to regain their freedom trough 50 years of passive resistance. Join 
young Vivi as see seeks to understand her role in ending a global conspiracy that continues to enable 
militarized commerce and genocide in West Papua, a place perhaps as biologically and cultural 
diverse as the Amazon." 

 
APOROSA, S. (2014). Yaqona (Kava) and Education in Fiji: Investigating 'Cultural Complexities' from a 

Post-development Perspective. Albany: Directorate Pasifika@Massey University. 273 pages. 
Retrieved 16 June 2014 from: Academia.edu. 

 
Yaqona (more commonly known throughout Pasifika as kava) is presented and drunk in Fiji at 
almost every event from birth to death.  Yaqona is considered an ingestible manifestation of the 
people, their land and cultural systems and consumed by many Fijians on a nightly basis.  In a first 
of its kind study, Aporosa used cognitive tests and interviews that showed yaqona use by teachers 
can disrupt cognition and in turn negatively impact teaching quality on mornings following yaqona 
consumption.  Traditionally, development theory has prescribed prohibition and situational bans in 
cases where indigenous substances negatively impact productivity.  However, in the case of yaqona, 
Aporosa argues prohibition would be short-sighted as this indigenous substance is critical to the 
facilitation of school function, identity formation, and academic achievement. These are all elements 
necessary to development. This study is important for policy makers and development practitioners, 
demonstrating the need to consider wider cultural and societal issues in development. 

 
Chapters: 1. The teacher who couldn't be bothered; 2. Development and culture; 3. Indigenous 
substances and 'modern' systems of development; 4. Education, development and Fiji; 5. Yaqona and 
education in Fiji; 6. Methodology; 7. Who is drinking what, how much, and why? 8. Yaqona, 
cognition and absenteeism; 9. Use moderation; 10. The interweaving of culture, development and 
education." 

 
EWINS, RODERICK. 2014 (Available). Traditional Fijian Artefacts: Illustrated with Objects from Public 

and Private Collections in Tasmania. Nubeena: Just Pacific in association with the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery, Hobart, and the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery, Launceston. 212 
pages. ISBN : 978-0-646-91698-9 (pb). 

  
"In 1982, the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery published Rod Ewins' book, Fijian Artefacts: The 
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Collection. This has proved to be a standard text for museum 
curators, scholars and students interested in the material culture of Fiji. The book went beyond its 
function as a catalogue of the TMAG's Fiji collection 'to provide some general information to 
explain the artefacts and to some extent the culture which gave rise to them' (p.3). Rod illustrated the 
catalogue with photographs (some in colour), historical drawings and sketches. Rod brought many 
years of fieldwork, museum and archival research to the project. A copy of that publication is now 
almost impossible to find on sale. Rod rose to the challenge of continuing demand for copies of the 

http://www.vanishingtribes.net/
https://www.academia.edu/attachments/33941244/download_file?st=MTQwMjY5NzkxOCwxMTguOTMuMTY0LjE4MSwxMjMzOTY%3D&ct=MTQwMjY5NzkyMCwxMjMzOTY%3D
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1982 catalogue and has published a revised, restructured and expanded book. He has included 
collections from other public institutions in Tasmania, notably the Queen Victoria Museum and Art 
Gallery in Launceston, and some private collections. There are many more illustrations, the majority 
in colour. The extensive bibliography will support further detailed research for scholarly and 
exhibition purposes. There is an Appendix of succinct biographies of collectors and donors and a 
generous Index. This will be the standard text into the foreseeable future" (Barry Craig). 

 
Contents: Map of Pacific; Map of Fiji; Reading, Writing and Saying Fijian Words; Foreword and 
Thanks; 1. Introduction; 2. Fijian Art; 3. Whale-teeth and Ivory; 4. Barkcloth; 5. Fibre Objects; 6. 
Weapons; 7. Religious Objects; 8. Religious to Secular; 9. Personal and Household Items and 
Adornment; 10. Pottery;  11. Watercraft and Fishing; Appendix: Collectors and Donors; ; Sources of 
Illustrations; Bibliography; Index. 

 
GREEN, MICHAEL. 2013. Persona Non Grata: Breaking the Bond - Fiji and New Zealand 2004-2007. 

Auckland: Dunmore Publishing. 279 pages. ISBN: 978-1-927212-05-9 (pb). Review: The Journal of 
Pacific History, 49(1), 2014: 123-124 (by B.V. Lal). 

 
"Michael Green was New Zealand's high commissioner to Fiji from 2004 until 2007, when he was 
declared persona non grata by Fiji's military regime and forced to leave the country. He died young 
in April 2012. Michael's death was a huge loss to New Zealand's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but we 
are fortunate that he managed to complete the manuscript of this book before he died. Persona Non 
Grata is so far the only single-authored account of the events in Fiji in 2006, and it is quite simply 
the best. It should be indispensable reading for anyone wishing to understand the character and 
dynamics of the revolution unleashed by Commodore Bainimarama" (Brij V. Lal, The Journal of 
Pacific History).  

 
GOUNDER, FARZANA. 2011. Indentured Identities: Resistance and Accommodation in Plantation-era 

Fiji. Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing. 345 pages. ISBN: 978-90-272-2655-6 (hb). Review: 
The Journal of Pacific History, 49(1), 2014: 124-125 (by R. Nicole). 

 
"Farzana Gounder's purpose in this book is to understand how Indian indentured labourers 
reconstructed their experiences of girmit (the indenture system) through their own life narratives. 
Her qualitative study reveals a complex array of meanings, identities and agencies in seven life 
narratives recorded as interviews in Fiji Hindi by the Fiji Broadcasting Commission in the 1960s and 
1970s. Gounder's fine-grained analysis provides new insights into how girmitya (indentured 
labourers) choose to be remembered as victims or agents (or both) and how they reconstruct and 
represent their experience of girmit (Robert Nicole, The Journal of Pacific History)." 

 
HVIDING, EDVARD and CATO BERG (eds). 2014 (June). The Ethnographic Experiment: A.M. Hocart 

and W.H.R. Rivers in Island Melanesia, 1908. New York and Oxford: Berghahn. 336 pages. ISBN: 
978-1-78238-342-0  (hb) and 978-1-78238-343-7 (eb).  

 
"In 1908, Arthur Maurice Hocart and William Halse Rivers Rivers conducted fieldwork in the 
Solomon Islands and elsewhere in Island Melanesia that served as the turning point in the 
development of modern anthropology. The work of these two anthropological pioneers on the small 
island of Simbo brought about the development of participant observation as a methodological 
hallmark of social anthropology. This would have implications for Rivers' later work in psychiatry 
and psychology, and Hocart's work as a comparativist, for which both would largely be remembered 
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despite the novelty of that independent fieldwork on remote Pacific islands in the early years of the 
20th Century. Contributors to this volume - who have all carried out fieldwork in those Melanesian 
locations where Hocart and Rivers worked - give a critical examination of the research that took 
place in 1908, situating those efforts in the broadest possible contexts of colonial history, 
imperialism, the history of ideas and scholarly practice within and beyond anthropology. 

 
Contents: List of illustrations; Preface; Acknowledgements; Contributors; Introduction: The 
Ethnographic Experiment in Island Melanesia, by Edvard Hviding and Cato Berg; 1. 
Acknowledging Ancestors: The Vexations of Representation, by Christine Dureau; 2. Across the 
New Georgia Group: A.M. Hocart's Fieldwork as Inter-Island Practice, by Edvard Hviding; 3. The 
Genealogical Method: Vella Lavella Reconsidered, by Cato Berg; 4. Rivers and the Study of Kinship 
in Ambrym: Mother Right and Father Right Revisited, by Knut M. Rio and Annelin Eriksen; 5. 
House upon Pacific Sand: W.H.R. Rivers and his 1908 Ethnographic 'Survey Work', by Thorgeir S. 
Kolshus; 6. Colonialism as Shell-Shock: W.H.R. Rivers's Explanations for Depopulation in 
Melanesia, by Tim Bayliss-Smith; 7. A Vanishing People or a Vanishing Discourse? W.H.R. Rivers's 
'Psychological Factor' and Depopulation in the Solomon Islands and the New Hebrides, by Judith A. 
Bennett; 8. Objects and Photographs from the Percy Sladen Trust Expedition, by Tim Thomas; 
Appendix I. Unpublished reports by W.H.R. Rivers to the Trustees of the Percy Sladen Memorial 
Trust Fund, transcribed by Tim Bayliss-Smith; Appendix II. Materials in archives from the 1908 
fieldwork in Island Melanesia, by Cato Berg; Appendix III. Planning the Expedition: Letters Written 
before the Fieldwork Began; Bibliography; Index." 

 
JUILLERAT, BERNARD. 2014 (July). Le travail du mythe: La construction du héros en Mélanésie. 

Edited by Isabelle Leblic et Philippe Peltier. Paris: Société des Océanistes. 234 pages. ISBN: 978-2-
85430-034-5 and 978-2-85430-115-1 (eb).  

 
"Cet ouvrage posthume de Bernard Juillerat élève le mythe au rang d'objet transitionnel entre 
l'inconscient individuel et la société et permet de repenser encore une fois des questions dont l'intérêt 
excède évidemment le domaine mélanésien, notamment la sexualité, la procréation, la parentalité, la 
filiation, l'émergence du social ou la mort. 

 
 

Contents (concise): Introduction; Partie I. Les héros phalliques: 1. Et l'homme créa la femme;  2. 
L'amant de nulle part; 3. Le conjoint sauvage; 4. Le changeur de peau ou la malédiction paternelle; 
Partie II. Les héros œdipiens: 5. Fécondité féminine, rivalités masculines; 6. L'épouse du frère 
aîné; 7. Du roman familial à la honte d'engendrer; Partie III. La mort, l'amour, l'abondance: 8. La 
Mère promise ou l'obscur objet du délire; 9. Le monde des morts; Conclusion; Bibliographie; Index; 
Index thématique; Index des noms vernaculaires, de lieux, de groupes et des patronymes; Index des 
auteurs; Table des mythes classés suivant les groupes ou les lieux; Contents (extensive): 
http://books.openedition.org/sdo/1213?format=toc#book-presentation  

 
KAWABE, TOSHIO. 2014. The Gidra: Bow-hunting and Sago Life in the Tropical Forest. Balwyn North: 

Trans Pacific Press. 296 pages. ISBN: 978-1-920901-18-9 (hc). 
 

"For 25 years, author Toshio Kawabe and his colleagues periodically lived and worked among the 
Gidra people of the tropical wet lowland of Papua New Guinea. In this book, Kawabe reports on a 
continuing traditional hunter-gatherer-cultivator lifestyle, describing the way of life and the major 
subsistence activities in the diverse environment of the Gidraland, as well as examining the skills 

http://books.openedition.org/sdo/1213?format=toc#book-presentation
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that have sustained the Gidra culture since the Stone Age. The Gidra live within a treasure trove of 
rich flora and fauna, but the decline of tropical forests has been recognized as a global environmental 
issue. Kawabe examines the importance of such forests as complex ecosystems and discusses the 
lessons that developed nations can learn from people who live closely within nature about how to 
survive environmental changes." 

 
KIRSCH, STUART. 2014 (June). Mining Capitalism: The Relationship between Corporations and Their 

Critics. Oakland: University of California Press. 328 pages. ISBN: 978-0520281714 (pb), 978-
0520281707 (hc) and 978-0520957596 (pdf). 

 
"Corporations are among the most powerful institutions of our time, but they are also responsible for 
a wide range of harmful social and environmental impacts. Consequently, political movements and 
nongovernmental organizations increasingly contest the risks that corporations pose to people and 
nature. Mining Capitalism examines the strategies through which corporations manage their 
relationships with these critics and adversaries. By focusing on the conflict over the Ok Tedi copper 
and gold mine in Papua New Guinea, Stuart Kirsch tells the story of a slow-moving environmental 
disaster and the international network of indigenous peoples, advocacy groups, and lawyers that 
sought to protect local rivers and rain forests. Along the way, he analyzes how corporations promote 
their interests by manipulating science and invoking the discourses of sustainability and social 
responsibility. Based on two decades of anthropological research, this book is comparative in scope, 
showing readers how similar dynamics operate in other industries around the world.  

 
Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgments; Introduction; 1. Colliding Ecologies; 2. The 
Politics of Space; 3. Down by Law; 4. Corporate Science; 5. Industry Strikes Back; 6. New Politics 
of Time; Conclusion; Epilogue; Appendix: Timeline of the Ok Tedi Mine and Related Events; 
Notes; References; Index." 

 
KLUGE, ANGELA. 2014. A Grammar of Papuan Malay. PhD thesis, Leiden University, Leiden. Utrecht: 

Netherlands Graduate School of Linguistcs. 691 pages. ISBN 978-94-6093-143-7. Retrieved 10 June 
2014 from: http://www.lotpublications.nl/publish/issues/Kluge/index.html.  

 
"This book presents an in-depth linguistic description of one Papuan Malay variety, based on fifteen 
hours of recordings of spontaneous narratives and conversations between Papuan Malay speakers. 
'Papuan Malay' refers to the easternmost varieties of Malay (Austronesian). They are spoken in the 
coastal areas of West Papua, the western part of the island of New Guinea. The variety described 
here is spoken along West Papua's northeast coast. Papuan Malay is the language of wider 
communication and the first or second language for an ever-increasing number of people of the area. 
While Papuan Malay is not officially recognized, and therefore not used in formal government or 
educational settings or for religious preaching, it is used in all other domains, including unofficial 
use in formal settings, and, to some extent, in the public media." 

 
LIPSET, DAVID and RICHARD HANDLER (eds). 2014 (August). Vehicles: Cars, Canoes and Other 

Metaphors of Moral Imagination. New York and Oxford: Berghahn. 224 pages. ISBN: 978-1-
78238-375-8 (hb) and 978-1-78238-376-5 (eb). 

 
"Metaphor, as an act of human fancy, combines ideas in improbable ways to sharpen meanings of 
life and experience. Theoretically, this arises from an association between a sign - for example, a 
cattle car - and its referent, the Holocaust. These 'sign-vehicles' serve as modes of semiotic 

http://www.lotpublications.nl/publish/issues/Kluge/index.html
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transportation through conceptual space. Likewise, on-the-ground vehicles can be rich metaphors for 
the moral imagination. Following on this insight, Vehicles presents a collection of ethnographic 
essays on the metaphoric significance of vehicles in different cultures. Analyses include canoes in 
Papua New Guinea, pedestrians and airplanes in North America, lowriders among Mexican-
Americans, and cars in contemporary China, Japan, and Eastern Europe, as well as among African-
Americans in the South. Vehicles not only 'carry people around,' but also 'carry' how they are 
understood in relation to the dynamics of culture, politics and history." 

 
PARKE, AUBREY. 2014 (August). Degei's Descendants: Spirits, Place and People in Pre-cession Fiji. 

Edited by Matthew Spriggs and Deryck Scarr. Terra Australis No. 41. Canberra: ANU Press. 309 
pages. ISBN: 978-1925021813 (pb) and 978-1925021844 (pdf). Retrieved 28 August 2014 from: 
http://press.anu.edu.au?p=289571. 

 
"Dr Parke's monograph examines how Fijians, especially in western areas of Fiji, currently 
understand and explain the origins and development of the social and political divisions of late pre-
colonial traditional Fijian society. It assesses the reasoning, consistency and, where possible, the 
historical accuracy of such understandings. The oral history research which forms the backbone of 
the study was conducted in either standard Fijian or one or other of the western Fijian dialects with 
which Dr Parke was familiar. The period on which the monograph concentrates is the two centuries 
or so immediately prior to the Deed of Cession on 10 October 1874. A number of the major chiefs of 
Fiji had offered to cede Fiji to Queen Victoria; and after the offer had been accepted, Fiji became a 
British Crown Colony on that day. 

 
Contents: Preliminary; Aubrey Parke: An Enthusiastic Amateur in Fiji? Acknowledgements; 
Preface; Maps; 1. Fijian Society: The Islands of Fiji (General); 2. Overview of Project; 3. The 
Ideological Sense of Vanua; 4. Understanding Traditional Fijian Society; 5. Factors Affecting 
Development and Interaction; 6. The Yavusa: The Ideal and the Reality; 7. The Diversity of Fijian 
Polities; Overview of Chapters 8-10; 8. Polities of Rakiraki Tikina; 9. Polities of West Vuda Tikina; 
10. Polities of Nadi Tikina; 11. Polities of Nawaka Tikina; Overview of Chapters 12-13; 12. The 
Tikina of Naviti; 13. The Tikina of Yasawa; 14. Conclusion; Appendix A; Appendix B; 
Bibliography." 

 
RIVERS, WILLIAM HALSE RIVERS. 2014 (August). The History of Melanesian Society, Vol. 1 and 2. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 400 and 610 pages. ISBN: 978-1107419315 (pb; vol. 1) 
and ISBN: 978-1107419346 (pb; vol. 2). First published in 1914. 

 
"William Halse Rivers (1864-1922) was a groundbreaking physician, psychologist and 
anthropologist in the early twentieth century, chiefly remembered for his work on the psychological 
disorders produced by the First World War. In this two-volume work from 1914, he presents his 
theory of the diffusion of culture in the south-west Pacific.  

 
Vol. 1 details aspects of the customs and practises of the islands in Melanesia and beyond, including 
the Hawaiian islands. 

 
Contents: 1. Introduction; 2. Banks islands; 3. Banks islands; 4. Banks islands; 5. Banks islands; 6. 
Banks islands; 7. The Torres islands; 8. The New Hebrides; 9. The Santa Cruz islands; 10. The 
Solomon islands; 11. Fiji; 12. Tikopia; 13. Tonga, Samoa and Niue; 14. The Hawaian islands; 
Comparative tables of terms of relationship. 

http://press.anu.edu.au/?p=289571
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Vol. 2 details the many similarities and differences among the societies of Melanesia and the 
possible ways in which these contrasts could have arisen. 

 
"Contents: 15. Introduction; 16. The morphological comparison of systems of relationship; 17. 
Melanesian gerontocracy; 18. Social organisation; 19. Descent, inheritance and succession; 20. 
Marriage; 21. Communism; 22. Functions of relatives; 23. The linguistic comparison; 24. Secret 
societies; 25. Tikopia; 26. Kava and Betel; 27. Beliefs and ceremonial connected with death; 28. 
Migrations; 29. Immigrant influence on social organisation; 30. Totemism; 31. Decorative art; 32. 
Communism and money; 33. Religion and magic; 34. Sun and moon; Stone-work; Incision; 
Tattooing; 35. Material culture; 36. Language; 37. The Bismark Archipelago; 38. The dual 
organisation; 39. Conclusions;  Index to volumes 1 and 2." 

 
SALAZAR, NOEL B. and NELSON H.H. GRABURN (eds). 2014 (June). Tourism Imaginaries: 

Anthropological Approaches. Afterword by Naomi Leite. New York and Oxford: Berghahn. 304 
pages. ISBN:  978-1-78238-367-3 (hb) and 978-1-78238-368-0 (eb).   

 
"It is hard to imagine tourism without the creative use of seductive, as well as restrictive, imaginaries 
about peoples and places. These socially shared assemblages are collaboratively produced and 
consumed by a diverse range of actors around the globe. As a nexus of social practices through 
which individuals and groups establish places and peoples as credible objects of tourism, 'tourism 
imaginaries' have yet to be fully explored. Presenting innovative conceptual approaches, this volume 
advances ethnographic research methods and critical scholarship regarding tourism and the 
imaginaries that drive it. The various authors contribute methodologically as well as conceptually to 
anthropology's grasp of the images, forces, and encounters of the contemporary world. 

 
Contents (Pacific chapters): 1. Toward Symmetric Treatment of Imaginaries: Nudity and Payment in 
Tourism to New Guinea's Treehouse People, by Rupert Stasch." 

 
SAXE, GEOFFREY B. 2014 (March). Cultural Development of Mathematical Ideas: Papua New Guinea 

Studies. Series Learning in Doing: Social, Cognitive and Computational Perspectives. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. 400 pages. ISBN: 978-0-521-76166-6 (pb). Review: Ethos, 42(2), 
2014: E3-E5 (by S. Beller). 

 
"Drawing upon field studies conducted in 1978, 1980 and 2001 with the Oksapmin, a remote Papua 
New Guinea group, Geoffrey B. Saxe traces the emergence of new forms of numerical 
representations and ideas in the social history of the community. In traditional life, the Oksapmin 
used a counting system that makes use of twenty-seven parts of the body; there is no evidence that 
the group used arithmetic in prehistory. As practices of economic exchange and schooling have 
shifted, children and adults unwittingly reproduced and altered the system in order to solve new 
kinds of numerical and arithmetical problems, a process that has led to new forms of collective 
representations in the community. While the focus of Geoffrey Saxe is on the Oksapmin, the insights 
and general framework he provides are useful for understanding shifting representational forms and 
emerging cognitive functions in any human community. 

 
See here for more book information (contents, index, about the author)  at the site of Cambridge 
University Press and see here for a video about the Oksapmin 27-body part counting system.  

 

http://www.cambridge.org/nl/academic/subjects/psychology/cognition/cultural-development-mathematical-ideas-papua-new-guinea-studies
http://www.culture.rcmeberkeley.com/
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Geoffrey Saxe has conducted research on mathematical cognition and culture in a variety of settings, 
including remote parts of Papua New Guinea, urban and rural areas of northeastern Brazil and 
elementary and middle school classrooms in the United States." 

 
SCHÜLTZ, ALBERT J. 2014. Fijian Reference Grammar. Honolulu: Pacific Voices Press. 494 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1-49925-7885 (pb). 
 

"This book is based on over fifty years of research on the Fijian language - both the standard 
language and its many dialects. It does not attempt to follow any particular linguistic theory, but in 
contrast, focuses heavily on describing the language in context. The data that it is based on include 
material written and spoken by Fijians - ranging from the advice offered by the author's colleagues in 
the Fijian (monolingual) Dictionary Project to Fijian-language newspapers and textbooks, to 
recordings of loanwords and casual conversations, and - most recently - the text and DVD of a recent 
Fijian play, Lakovi." 

 
SOLYGA, ALEXANDER. 2013. Tabu - Das Muschelgeld der Tolai: Eine Ethnologie des Geldes in 

Papua-Neuguinea. Berlin: Reimer Verlag. 411 pages. ISBN 978-3-496-02851-2 (pb). 
 

"Bei den Tolai in Papua-Neuguinea existiert das Muschelgeld tabu neben der offiziellen 
Geldwährung, dem kina. Es ist eng mit ihrer Ethnogenese verknüpft. Alexander Solygas 
wirtschaftsethnologische Untersuchung, die auf einer mehrjährigen Feldforschung beruht, handelt 
von den Tolai und ihrer Auseinandersetzung mit unterschiedlichen Geldern. Der Autor zeigt, wie 
konfliktträchtig das Nebeneinander von traditionellem Muschelgeld und moderner Geldwirtschaft 
aufgrund der mit ihnen verbundenen Handlungslogiken ist. Quellen aus 130 Jahren werden durch 
neuere empirische Forschungen ergänzt. 

 
Contents (concise): Schreibweise, Übersetzungen und Währung; Abkürzungsverzeichnis; 
Abbildungs- und Tabellenverzeichnis; Schuld und Gaben; Einführung: Teil I. Die 
Untersuchungsregion, ihre Bewohner und das tabu-Muschelgeld: 1. Die Gazelle-Halbinsel: Ein 
historischer Abriss; 2. Die Tolai: Ethnogenese, Sprache, verwandtschaftliche Beziehungen und 
politische Führerschaft; 3. Der Untersuchungsgegenstand: Von Schnecken zu tabu; Teil II. (Geld-) 
Forschung bei den Tolai: 4. Das Feld in Ostneubritannien: 'Dichte Teilnahme', 
Forschungsbeziehungen und -methoden; Teil III. Tabu und das 'Rätsel Geld': 6. Das Geld der 
Ökonomen; 7. Das Geld der Ethnologen; Farbabbildungen; Teil IV. Tabu und die Tauschsphären 
der Tolai: 8. Funktionen, Gebrauch und Erwerb von tabu bei den Tolai; Teil V. Tabu, ein 
'kulturelles Rätsel': 9. Chronik einer wissenschaftlichen Rezeption von tabu; 10. Chronik einer 
Monetarisierung; Teil VI. Komplementäre Bedeutungen: Tabu als legale staatliche 
Zweitwährung: 11. Das Haus des 'Muschelgeldes': A pal na tabu; 12. Tabu, mikronationalistische 
Bewegungen und die Krise des Staates; Teil VII. Identitäten, Traditionen und umkämpfte 
Bedeutungen: 13. Muschelgeld und die 'Rückkehr der Tradition in Plastik'; 14. Tabu, tubuan und 
der 'kulturelle Tod'; Teil VIII. Schlussbetrachtung: 15. Gebundene Bedeutungen - Aspekte einer 
Ethnologie des Geldes; Anhang:  Glossar von Wörtern in Kuanua; Mythos: 'Das Huhn und der 
Kasuar oder Der Ursprung des Muschelgeldes'; Berechnung und Gegenüberstellung von 
Kaufkraftäquivalenzen; Endnoten; Quellen. Contents (extensive): http://www.reimer-mann-
verlag.de/pdfs/102851_1.pdf." 

 

http://www.reimer-mann-verlag.de/pdfs/102851_1.pdf
http://www.reimer-mann-verlag.de/pdfs/102851_1.pdf
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STEWART, PAMELA J. and ANDREW STRATHERN. 2014 (June). Working in the Field: 
Anthropological Experiences across the World. New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 116 pages. ISBN: 
978-1-137-43097-7 (hb). 

 
"How are ethnographic knowledge and anthropological theory created out of field experiences? 
Working in the Field explores emplacement and experience-centered narratives as the modes in 
which working in places brings anthropology to life. Stewart and Strathern show how first 
impressions of an area carry depths of meanings which can gradually be unpacked in later analysis 
and how the fieldworker's memories may become blended with those of the people studied as a 
result of long-term engagement with them. Spanning Papua New Guinea, Taiwan, and Scotland and 
Ireland, Stewart and Strathern show how fieldwork in apparently different areas can lead to 
unexpected comparisons and discoveries of similarities in human cross-cultural patterns of behavior. 

 
Contents: Acknowledgments; Preface: Working in Places, Moving through Spaces; 1. Prologue; 2. 
Papua New Guinea; 3. Taiwan; 4. Memory; Conclusions; Bibliography; Index." 
 
Pamela J. Stewart (Strathern) and Andrew J. Strathern are a research team in the Department of 
Anthropology at the University of Pittsburgh, USA. They have jointly published many books and 
articles on a wide range of topics and are currently developing a new subfield in Anthropology, i.e., 
Disaster Anthropology, including Climatic Change." 

 
VAN ZANTEN, B.O. 2014 (April). De Sterrengebergte expeditie naar Nederlands Nieuw-Guinea in 1959: 

Persoonlijke indrukken en belevenissen. Soesterberg: Aspekt. 278 pages. ISBN: 978-9461533791 
(pb). 

 
"In 1959 organiseerde het Koninklijk Nederlands Aardrijkskundig Genootschap (KNAG) in 
samenwerking met o.a. het Rijksherbarium te Leiden een multidisciplinaire expeditie (Geologie, 
Antropologie, Taalkunde, Zoölogie en Botanie) een bijzondere expeditie naar het Sterrengebergte in 
het Centrale Bergland van het toenmalige Nederlands Nieuw-Guinea. Dit gebied was het laatste 
stukje Nederlands Nieuw-Guinea dat nog niet onder Nederlands bestuur was gebracht. Er was 
vrijwel niets bekend over het gebied. Men wist zelfs niet of er wel mensen woonden. De auteur 
maakte deze even avontuurlijke als historische expeditie mee als mossendeskundige. In dit 
bijzondere boek worden zijn persoonlijke belevenissen en indrukken in de vorm van een dagboek 
weergegeven. Dit boek laat zich lezen als een belangrijke aanvulling op het werk van Dr. L.D. 
Brongerma en Overste G.F. Venema, Het witte hart van Nieuw-Guinea: Met de Nederlandse 
expeditie naar het Sterrengebergte (1960) over hetzelfde thema." 

 
VON POSER, ALEXIS THEMO. 2014. The Accounts of Jong: A Discussion of Time, Space, and Person 

in Kayan, Papua New Guinea. Heidelberg Studies in Pacific Anthropology No. 2. Heidelberg: 
Universitätsverlag Winter. 292 pages. ISBN: 978-3-8253-6290-4 (pb). 

 
"The author of this book investigates a system of indigenous thought that pervades the life in Kayan, 
a village at the north-coast of Papua New Guinea in a multitude of ways. The material is framed 
from the perspective of the former village elder Blasius Jong, who sadly passed away in 2010. With 
its roots in pre-missionary time, this system links different spheres of life and constitutes the basis 
for the organization of religious as well as of daily activities. Emanating from myths and a traditional 
calendar, the conceptions of person, time and space are discussed and the impact on social structure 
and religious life is highlighted. Together with historical and astronomical material, the author 
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combines elements of the anthropologies of person, time and space in novel ways, to reconstruct a 
fascinating system of thought that still has many consequences for today's life in Kayan." 

 
ZÖLLNER, SIEGFRIED. 2013. Vergessene Welt: Erste Begegnungen mit den Yali im Bergland. 

Düsseldorf: Wahine Verlag. 400 Seiten. ISBN: 978-3-941387-07-2 (pb). 
 

"Siegfried Zöllner reist 1960 in das damalige Niederländisch-Neuguinea, um bei einem noch völlig 
unbekannten Stamm zu leben. Er erzählt von den ersten Begegnungen mit den Yali, die noch 
Kannibalen sind. In dieser vergessenen Welt lebt er zwischen den Fronten verfeindeter Dörfer und 
muss mit ansehen, wie Kriege geführt und Männer, Frauen und Kinder getötet werden. Er lernt die 
Gesetze der Blutrache kennen und versucht, zwischen den feindlichen Seiten zu vermitteln. Nach 
Jahren geduldiger Arbeit erlebt er, dass die Feinde Frieden schliessen. Mit dem Entstehen und 
Wachsen christlicher Gemeinden beginnt eine neue Zeit. Bis 1973 bleibt Siegfried Zöllner mit seiner 
Familie auf der von ihm gegründeten Missionsstation Angguruk. Nicht nur die Entwicklungen in 
seinem Tal sind thematisiert, Zöllner erlebt und dokumentiert auch die brisante politische Situation 
als Niederländisch-Neuguinea durch Indonesien übernommen wird. Damals begann das bis heute 
andauernde Leiden der Papua unter der Gewalt fremder Militärs. Noch heute ist West-Papua eine 
Vergessene Welt." 

 
ZÖLLNER, SIEGFRIED. 2014. Vergeten wereld: Eerste ontmoetingen met de Yali's in het bergland van 

Papua. Uit het Duits vertaald door Willem H. Vriend. Zoetermeer: Boekencentrum Uitgevers. 334 
pagina. ISBN: 978-90-239-2788-41 (pb). 

 
"Een Duitse zendeling zoekt samen met een Nederlandse zendingsarts contact met een tot dan 
volledig onbekende stam in het bergland van Papua (vroeger Nieuw-Guinea), de Yali's. De vreemde 
wereld waarin hij terechtkomt, beschrijft hij met liefde en respect. Het ergste dat hij meemaakt is het 
onderlinge geweld: oorlogen, veten, kannibalisme. Maar langzamerhand komen er veranderingen. 
Dorpen sluiten vrede. Er ontstaat een christelijke gemeente. Intussen maakt hij mee hoe het gebied 
wordt overgedragen aan Indonesië. Voor de Papua's begint een periode van lijden onder militair 
geweld. Ook nu nog is Papua een vergeten wereld." 

 
MICRONESIA 
 
CAMUS, GUIGONE. 2014 (May). Tabiteuea, Kiribati. Malakoff: Éditions Hazan and Fondation Culturelle 

Musée Barbier-Mueller. 184 pages; 166 illustrations. ISBN: 978-2-7541-0787-7 (pb). 
 

"Guigone Camus is a Ph.D candidate in ethnology and anthropology at the École des Hautes Etudes 
en Sciences Sociales in France, and is writing a dissertation on the Gilbert Islands archipelago. She 
has recently published a study on the Tabiteuea Atoll, which is the main subject of her doctoral 
research." See and hear Camus at You Tube. 

 
"At the intersection of several disciplines, Guigone Camus's ethnographic study of Tabiteua, an atoll 
part of the independent Republic of Kiribati, opens a window on the philosophical and spiritual 
depths, the poetry and the complexity with which the oral tradition and the social system mirror each 
other in a world of the spoken word, where ritual becomes the language of the community." Read 
more about the book at Barbier-Mueller. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXsHhwpGuFw
http://www.fondation-culturelle-barbier-mueller.org/publications/article/tabiteuea-kiribati-61?lang=en
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CARSON, MIKE T. 2014. First Settlement of Remote Oceania: Earliest Sites in the Mariana Islands. New 
York: Springer. 149 pages. ISBN: 978-3-319-01046-5 (pb) and 978-3-319-01047-2 (eb). Review: 
Archaeology in Oceania, 49(2), 2014: 119–120 (by T.M. Rieth). 

 
"This book offers the only synthesis of early-period Marianas archaeology, marking the first human 
settlement of  Remote Oceania about 1500 B.C. The author draws on his collective decades of 
intensive field research to define the earliest Marianas sites in scientific detail but accessible for 
broad readership. It covers three major topics: 1) situating the ancient sites in their original 
environmental contexts; 2) inventory of the early-period sites and their dating; and 3) the full range 
of pottery, stone tools, shell ornaments, and other artifacts. The work concludes with discussing the 
impacts of their findings on Asia-Pacific archaeology and on human global migration studies. 

 
Contents: 1. Defining Early-period Marianas Settlement; 2. Position of the Marianas in Oceanic 
Prehistory; 3. Ancient Site Contexts; 4. Earliest Site Inventory; 5. Early-period Material Culture; 6. 
Defining Earliest Marianas Pottery; 7. An Epic Adventure? 8. Long-Term Human-Environment 
Relations at Ritidian in Guam; 9. Considering Earliest Site-Dating at Unai Bapot in Saipan; 10. 
Early-Period Material Culture at House of Taga in Tinian; 11. Conclusions and Implications of 
Earliest Marianas Sites; Index." 

 
HANLON, DAVID. 2014 (April). Making Micronesia: A Political Biography of Tosiwo Nakayama. 

Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 344 pages. ISBN: 978-0-8248-3846-1 (cloth). 
 

"Making Micronesia is the story of Tosiwo Nakayama, the first president of the Federated States of 
Micronesia (FSM). Born to a Japanese father and an island woman in 1931 on an atoll northwest of 
the main Chuuk Lagoon group, Nakayama grew up during Japan's colonial administration of greater 
Micronesia and later proved adept at adjusting to life in post-war Chuuk and under the American-
administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. After studying at the University of Hawai'i, 
Nakayama returned to Chuuk in 1958 and quickly advanced through a series of administrative 
positions before winning election to the House of Delegates (later Senate) of the Congress of 
Micronesia. He served as its president from 1965 to1967 and again from 1973 to 1978. More than 
any other individual, Nakayama is credited with managing the complex political discussions on 
Saipan in 1975 that resulted in a national constitution for the different Micronesian states that made 
up the Trust Territory. A proponent of independence, he was a key player in the lengthy negotiations 
with the U.S. government and throughout the islands that culminated in the Compact of Free 
Association and the eventual creation of the FSM. In 1979 Nakayama was elected the first president 
of the FSM and spent the next eight years working to solidify an island nation and to see the 
Compact of Free Association through to approval and implementation." 

 
LÉVESQUE, RODRIQUE. 2014. History of Micronesia: A Collection of Source Documents, Series 2, Vol. 

21-48, 1828-1998. Gatineau: Lévesque Publications. 7 CD-ROMs.  
 

"Series 2 of the History of Micronesia, revised edition of 2014. A total of 28 large volumes reduced 
to 7 electronic books. Available only on CD-ROMs. Series 2 of the History of Micronesia completes 
the history of the central Pacific islands already published in 20 printed volumes. These CDs contain 
about 20,000 additional pages of documents reproduced in their original languages and translated 
into English. The contents of these documents appear at the beginning of CD No. 1. To contact the 
author and publisher, Rod Lévesque, write to levesrod@hotmail.com Lévesque Publications, 189 

mailto:levesrod@hotmail.com
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Dufresne, Gatineau, Québec, Canada J8R 3E1. Website: 
http://www.levesquepublications.com/index.php. 

 
Contents (concise): CD No. 1, Volume 21-27, 1828-1858; CD No. 2, Volume 28-33, 1858-1897; CD 
No. 3, Volume 34-37, 1888-1934; CD No. 4, Volume 38-40, 1901-1910; CD No. 5, Volume 41-44 
1910-1934; CD No. 6, Volume 45-46, 1934-1945; CD No. 7, Volume 47, 1945-1998 and 
Supplementary Volume 48, 1521-1990. Contents (extensive): 
http://cps.ruhosting.nl/pdf/HMSeries2Contents.pdf.  

 
Note. Series 1, Vol. 1-20, are printed volumes described in my website 
http://www.levesquepublications.com/. Press the tab to see the contents of each of those volumes. To 
order a complete set, of Series 1, for a special price contact http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-5734-
9780000000000.aspx which belongs to my distributor, the University of Hawaii Press. Note 2. To 
get the separate document containing the tables of contents of all the 28 volumes of Series 2, send 
me an e-mail: levesrod@hotmail.com." 

 
PEREZ, CRAIG SANTOS. 2014 (April). From Unincorporated Territory (Guma'). Richmond: Omnidawn 

Publishing. 96 pages. ISBN: 978-1-8906-5091-9 (pb). 
 

"Craig Santos Perez, a native Chamoru born and raised on the Pacific Island of Guåhan (Guam), 
migrated with his family to California in 1995, and does not return home until fifteen years later. 
From Unincorporated Territory emerges from the tension between arrival and departure to map the 
emotional and geographic cartographies of migration. Featuring a variety of poetic forms (including 
lyric, narrative, documentary, and conceptual poems, dramatic monologues, and prose essays), the 
poet highlights the everyday struggles of staying connected to native origins and customs, while 
adjusting to new American cultures and terrains. Furthermore, this collection draws attention to, and 
protests, the violent currents of colonialism and militarism currently threatening Guåhan, a US 
territory since 1898 and a 'strategic' location of US geopolitical power in the Asia Pacific region. 
Drawing from history and politics, culture and family, From Unincorporated Territory memorializes 
what the Chamoru people have lost through military occupation and out-migration, and insists that 
we must raise our voices to protect and defend what we have left of the places we call home." 

 
POLYNESIA 
 
BARTHEL, THOMAS. 2013 (June; POD). Grundlagen zur Entzifferung der Osterinselschrift. Berlin: De 

Gruyter. Reprint. First Published in 1958. 346 pages. ISBN: 978-3-11-125848-5 (hc). 
 

"Seine 1958 herausgegebene Habilitationsschrift Grundlagen zur Entzifferung der Osterinselschrift 
ist ein weltweit anerkanntes und in großen Teilen heute noch gültiges Grundlagenwerk. Die 
akribische Abhandlung stellte zum ersten Mal systematisch sämtliche erhaltenen Schriftzeugnisse 
der Rongorongo-Schrift zusammen, mit Angaben über ihre Herkunft, genauen Abzeichnungen und 
einem vollständigen Verzeichnis der bekannten Schriftzeichen. Zur Katalogisierung der 
Rongorongo-Glyphen entwickelte Barthel ein Ziffern-System, mit dem sich jedes Zeichen als 
dreistellige Zahl darstellen lässt. In erweiterter und ergänzter Form ist es heute noch Standard in der 
Osterinsel-Forschung" (Wikipedia).  

 

http://www.levesquepublications.com/index.php
http://cps.ruhosting.nl/pdf/HMSeries2Contents.pdf
http://www.levesquepublications.com/
http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-5734-9780000000000.aspx
http://www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/p-5734-9780000000000.aspx
mailto:levesrod@hotmail.com
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Sylvester_Barthel


30 
 

"This 1958 book has been republished as a reprint in 2013 via our service 'E-dition' which allows 
customers to order all books ever published by De Gruyter and its imprints as both print-on-demand 
book or as PDF ebook: http://www.degruyter.com/dg/page/844" (Daniel Gietz, De Gruyter). 

 
BAYMAN, JAMES M. and THOMAS S. DYE. 2013. Hawaii's Past in a World of Pacific Islands. 

Washington: Society of American Archaeology Press. 164 pages, 2013 ISBN 978-0-932839-54-1 
(pb). Review: Archaeology in Oceania, 49(2), 2014: 117–118 (by J. Field). 

 
"Given its relatively late encounter with the West, Hawaii offers an exciting opportunity to study a 
society whose traditional lifeways and technologies were recorded in native oral traditions and 
written documents before they were changed by contact with non-Polynesian cultures. This book 
chronicles archaeology's role in constructing a narrative of Hawaii's cultural past, focusing on 
material evidence dating from the Polynesians' first arrival on Hawaii's shores about a millennium 
ago to the early decades of settlement by Americans and Europeans in the nineteenth century. A final 
chapter discusses new directions taken by native Hawaiians toward changing the practice of 
archaeology in the islands today." 

 
DRECHSEL, EMANUEL J. 2014 (March). Language Contact in the Early Colonial Pacific: Maritime 

Polynesian Pidgin before Pidgin English. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 349 pages. 
ISBN: 978-1-1070-1510-4 (hb). 

 
"This volume presents a historical-sociolinguistic description and analysis of Maritime Polynesian 
Pidgin. It offers linguistic and sociohistorical substantiation for a regional Eastern Polynesian-based 
pidgin, and challenges conventional Eurocentric assumptions about early colonial contact in the 
eastern Pacific by arguing that Maritime Polynesian Pidgin preceded the introduction of Pidgin 
English by as much as a century. Emanuel J. Drechsel not only opens up new methodological 
avenues for historical-sociolinguistic research in Oceania by a combination of philology and 
ethnohistory, but also gives greater recognition to Pacific Islanders in early contact between cultures. 
Students and researchers working on language contact, language typology, historical linguistics and 
sociolinguistics will want to read this book. It redefines our understanding of how Europeans and 
Americans interacted with Pacific Islanders in eastern Polynesia during early encounters and offers 
an alternative model of language contact. 

 
Contents: Part I. Questions, Theories, and Methods of Historical Sociolinguistics: 1. 
Introduction; 2. Maritime Polynesian Pidgin and Pidgin and Creole linguistics; 3. Ethnohistory of 
speaking as a historical-sociolinguistic methodology; Part II. Historical Attestations of Maritime 
Polynesian Pidgin (MPP): 4. Emergence, stabilization, and expansion; 5. Resilience against 
depidginization and relexification; 6. Survival in niches; Part III. Structure, Function, and 
History of Maritime Polynesian Pidgin: 7. Linguistic patterns; 8. History and social functions; 9. 
Conclusions: linguistic, sociohistorical, and theoretical implications." 

 
GONZALES, VERNADETTE VICUÑA. 2013. Securing Paradise: Tourism and Militarism in Hawai'i 

and the Philippines. Durham, Duke University Press. 284 pages. ISBN: 978-0-8223-5355-3 (hb) 
and 978-0-8223-5370-6 (pb). Review: The Journal of Pacific History, 49(2), 2014: 239-240 (by H. 
Droessler). 

 
"In Securing Paradise, Vernadette Vicuña Gonzalez shows how tourism and militarism have 
functioned together in Hawai'i and the Philippines, jointly empowering the United States to assert its 

http://www.degruyter.com/dg/page/844
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geostrategic and economic interests in the Pacific. She does so by interpreting fiction, closely 
examining colonial and military construction projects, and delving into present-day tourist practices, 
spaces, and narratives. For instance, in both Hawai'i and the Philippines, U.S. military modes of 
mobility, control, and surveillance enable scenic tourist byways. Past and present U.S. military posts, 
such as the Clark and Subic Bases and the Pearl Harbor complex, have been reincarnated as 
destinations for tourists interested in World War II. 

 
Contents: Acknowledgments; Introduction: Military-Tourism Partnerships in Hawai'i and the 
Philippines; 1. Manifest Destinations and the Work of Tropical Fictions; 2. Scenic Highways, 
Masculinity, Modernity, and Mobility; 3. Neoliberalization and U.S.-Philippines Circuits of Sacrifice 
and Gratitude; 4. Remembering Pearl Harbor, Reinforcing Vigilance; 5. The Machine in the Garden: 
Helicopter Airmobilities, Aerial Fields of Vision, and Surrogate Tropics; 6. Playing Soldier and 
Going Native in Subic Freeport's Jungle Tour; Conclusion: Insecurities, Tourism, and Terror; Notes; 
Bibliography; Index.  

 
Vernadette Vicuña Gonzalez is Associate Professor of American Studies at the University of Hawai'i 
at Manoa." 

 
HO'OMANAWANUI, KU'UALOHA. 2014 (May). Voices of Fire: Reweaving the Literary Lei of Pele and 

Hi'iaka. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 312 pages. ISBN: 978-0-8166-7922-5 (pb) 
and 978-0-8166-7921-8 (cl). 

 
"Stories of the volcano goddess Pele and her youngest sister Hi'iaka, patron of hula, are most 
familiar as a form of literary colonialism - first translated by missionary descendants and others, then 
co-opted by Hollywood and the tourist industry. Voices of Fire recovers the lost and often-
suppressed political significance of this literature, restoring it to its primary place in Hawaiian 
culture." 

 
MIDDLETON, ANGELA. 2013. Kerikeri Mission Station and Kororipo Pa. Dunedin: Otago Unoversity 

Press. 76 pages. ISBN: 978-1-877578-34-2 (pb). 
 

"A concise guide to the Kerikeri mission from its inception in 1819 until 1845, when it became a 
secular settlement and the Stone Store was sold to private owners. It includes a discussion of 
missionaries and Maori who were involved with the mission, including people such as Hongi Hika, 
Rewa and Moka. The book is richly illustrated with photographs from the Kemp House and Stone 
Store collections of artefacts and objects, once in daily use. It contains a discussion and illustrations 
of the store accounts, revealing details of daily life at the mission - what food, clothing, tools and 
other goods were available, where they came from and who they were distributed to. 

 
Angela Middleton is a consultant archaeologist and an honorary research fellow in the Department 
of Anthropology and Archaeology at the University of Otago. Her work in southern and northern 
New Zealand has focused on the early engagement between Maori and Pakeha and an understanding 
of early Pakeha settlement." 

 
OLIVEIRA, KATRINA-ANN R. KAPA'ANAOKALAOKEOLA NAKOA. 2014 (May). Ancestral Places: 

Understanding Kanaka Geographies. First Peoples: New Directions in Indigenous Studies. 
Corvallis: Oregon State University Press. 216 pages. ISBN: 978-0-87071-673-7 (pb). 
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"Ancestral Places explores the deep connections that ancestral Kanaka (Native Hawaiians) enjoyed 
with their environment. It honors the mo'olelo (historical accounts) of the ancestral places of their 
kupuna (ancestors), and reveals how these mo'olelo and their relationships with the 'aina (land) 
inform a Kanaka sense of place. The book elucidates a Kanaka geography and provides 
contemporary scholars with insights regarding traditional culture-including the ways in which 
Kanaka utilize cartographic performances to map their ancestral places and retain their mo'olelo, 
such as reciting creation accounts, utilizing nuances embedded in language, and dancing hula. In 
Ancestral Places, Oliveira reasserts both the validity of ancestral knowledge systems and their 
impact in modernity. Her discussion of Kanaka geographies encompasses the entire archipelago, 
offering a new framework in Kanaka epistemology." 

 
 
POWLES, GUY. 2013. Political and Constitutional Reform Opens the Door : The Kingdom of Tonga's 

Path to Democracy. Second edition. Suva: University of the South Pacific Press. 122 pages. ISBN 
978-9820109049. Original 2012 edition retrieved 25 July 2014 from: 
http://www.upf.pf/IMG/pdf/Tonga_Democracy_175x240mm_LRes_.pdf. 

  
"The Second Edition consists of a reproduction of the original text together with a further chapter, 
'Section X Ongoing Reform Developments 2012-2013,' with the consolidated Constitution as an 
appendix. Includes bibliographical references." 

 
SISSONS, JEFFREY. 2014 (September). The Polynesian Iconoclasm: Religious Revolution and the 

Seasonality of Power. New York and Oxford: Berghahn. 170 pages. ISBN:  978-1-78238-413-7 (hb) 
and 978-1-78238-414-4 (eb). 

 
"Within little more than ten years in the early nineteenth century, inhabitants of Tahiti, Hawaii and 
fifteen other closely related societies destroyed or desecrated all of their temples and most of their 
god-images. In the aftermath of the explosive event, which Sissons terms the Polynesian Iconoclasm, 
hundreds of architecturally innovative churches - one the size of two football fields - were 
constructed. At the same time, Christian leaders introduced oppressive laws and courts, which the 
youth resisted through seasonal displays of revelry and tattooing. Seeking an answer to why this 
event occurred in the way that it did, this book introduces and demonstrates an alternative 'practice 
history' that draws on the work of Marshall Sahlins and employs Bourdieu's concepts of habitus, 
improvisation and practical logic. 

 
Contents: List of Figures; Acknowledgements; List of Abbreviations; Introduction: Exploding 
History; 1.The Seasonality of Life; 2.The Mo'orean Iconoclasm; 3. Pomare's Iconoclasm as Seasonal 
Sacrifice; 4. More Distant Emulations; 5. Re-consecrating the World; 6. Re-binding Societies; 7. 
New Tabus and Ancient Pleasures; 8. History, Habitus and Seasonality; Appendix; References; 
Biogrphy; Index. 

 
Jeffrey Sissons is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Victoria University of Wellington. He is 
the author of numerous publications on Maori and Polynesian history written over the past 25 years. 
His most recent book is First Peoples: Indigenous Cultures and Their Futures (Reaktion Books, 
2005)." 
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